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Revel. 14.13. And I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, Write, Blcſ- 
ſed are the dead which dy in the Lord,from henceforth,yea ſaith the Spirir, 
that they may reſt from rheir labours and their works do follow them. 
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Ts the Hghable the Lady Jane Pile of Coling: 

©" bornezn,the County of Wilts, The Lady Cecylia 
Knollis:af Reading in the County of Berks, and 

_  torheWoyſhipfl John Hipſley of Emborough, 

_ and JobnBuchland of Weſt-Harperay. in the 

* Caountyof Somerſet Bſquires , and their Vertuous 
Conſorts, ' | 


Much and Worthy Honored, © | " 
My O prefix much before fo little, would be like (51 ;a 


= Bs the making; of a wide Gate to a narrow /tablian- 


\bouſe'; To ſay nothing , may ſeem ( atleaſt 7,149 


SHR in us to/whomthe cave of thoſe is commit- lawpas, ns 
ted whom: y | wes 
of ſome po; _—_ ” arc-ſurc is unſuitable to-our x JON 
purpoſe in publiſhing theſe. bort,, and ſuddenly, con+ 9 ſas 
ceived Notes, which-by the defires of others ate:drawn juc jp. 


_ 


= wh REY huc ſpirag- 
fromus z wherctn our intent is:nor onely to: remenaber , 721 /olcrur 


and proſent asexemplary ,the piety- of thoſe- that are 79>. | 
dead ,, but to tender therewith a;juſt acknowlegement of yp oa 4 


-_. 4 "> 0 | h -q VE1OS FKOS 
the: charitic of thoſe.that are living, and your ſelyes. in relingue, E- 


particular mwhorhavethereinthe principal part ;'yet may quidem me 


wenot forget divers others (though we:name them not) #/# «torm 


by whoſe ready ſupplics and concurrence, this work of S# ho, 


love 15 more comfortably and fully carried on, We bleſs 9. _ 
God both for you and them, well knowing how {ad a fm 


thing that:is., which ( with duc reſpe& to: others! of a lown: ze | 


dificrent! judgment!) we conceive tor be: the: caſe and Calvin. in 
curſe [4] of EdomiFeri49.160,1.1.{by) untowhom the [ur bn 
Lord denounceth fo grear, ſo..grievous, ſo: general a #*% dives 
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education, We would not in any thing we have ſpoken 
or ſhall hereafter ſpeak , intimate any ſuch reflexions on 
the-deceaſed Parents , asto caule any to canceive they 
left their children altogether unprovided; They were - 
not ſuch ſtrangers unto Scripture as not to know that 


children onzht not to lay up for their Parents, but Parents 
- for their children [a], God beſtoweda competent por- 
tion upon:them , which they ſo improv'd , as that the 

have provided that which is conſiderable for the ſubſt- 
ſtence and diſpoſal of thoſe that they have left behind 
them;Howfſoever therefore we thankfully acknowledge 
any affiſtance in this kind alſo , yet the chief benefit will 
be to ſupply the parents abſence in their education. The 
feeding of children is one thing , and a lefle thing ; The 
-breeding is another, and a greaterzand the Thicf thing in 
breeding (which the godly Parents moſt defired , and 


which wemoſt humbly beg at your hands who are left 


and ftand obliged to purluc their good affections and 
intendment) is,#0 bring them up inthe nurture and admo- 


zitiop of the Lord(.4}, which endeayours ſhall be fol- (47 ephec. 
lowed ( God aflſting) with our moſt carneſt prayers 5: 4. 


| for their good ſucee 


The righteous God, ['#] remember, in much mercie, [5] Heb. s:. 
Io, 
[c] Neh. 


[ c } all your labours of love which you have ſhewed to 
his Name in. miniftring to his Saints, and abundantly 
recompence them in all ſpiritual and outward bleffings 
on you and yours , which ſhall ſtill be the praycr of 


Tour much obliged ſervants 


inChriff Feſus, . 
William Tuomas. Paſtor at Ubley.. 
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; s 5 4 "fit; the death” df friends is an occafional help , ard 
WISE. roedeth the-moſt ſolemn way of improvement ; that 

whey affettions are ſtirred up on an earthly occaſion , 
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"they may be converted'toa ſpiritual uſe z the experience of Chri- 


ftians in this kinde 15 & ſtffiezent fuſtification uf the prattice. 

* - Beſtles there #s tis Whole vein of doft+iye , conrermug the 
frailty and mortality of man ,'the vanity of the creature , &c. 
which ranneth throughont the Scriptare,& wonld never be opened 
but upon theſe occaſions : certainly we that are to preach s aipce, 
tveghpat, 2: Th 4. $1 infeaſon';' and out'of feaſon , that iz ( as 
1 ſuppoſe ) in"onr ordittarycourte, avd when God giveth ſpecial 
occaſion or" x fair oportittity '17 his providence, may with 
ſafety enonph to Conſcience improve fancrall meetings to ſpiri- 
tuall edification and profit, there being uſually at ſuch meetings 
a pr eat ebnflux of people , and their affeftions melted and Gf - 
ned by the prefert Providewce. 'Ths trace real nothing in 
Scripruve of Funerall'Rites/by way of Pecept, , and the Exam- 
plesbizd not , al Natioas are left totheir Own Rites and Cu- 
ttomes, provided they ſavoury not of Td6latry or Superftitron; Bar 
yer the gererull allowance of improving every orcaſion,ts warrant 
zhongh for a Sermon , and the Sermon. a ſeaſynabls' comme 
12pon the Providence;for every ore Chnnut read without eftacles, 
a:d\tnrderftanil the diſpenſation of Go without ai iterpreter. 

Beſides the Sermon, ſpeeches aud commetnoritive' Orations 

want not their nſe;when the partibs deceaſed are perſe ons of known 

tn &rve and wſefnlbes; for "11s or fir that thefr graces mou dye 

with vheyn, anfÞr har viftue ut1 be 4 th ded of is pubBcb 


honour, breaſt God (*Y honoureth thoſe that hohdur Nith,”?Þ2 (+7; gan 


memory and ſo is that promiſe mads vibd, Prov. 10.5. the tne- 
Thory of the juſt ſhall'be bleſſed , but the name of the' wel 
fhatl rot: The Liyd wonlt hawethe juſt 2Membred with praife 
ara honorable menteon, te If he worn Ain 7 en 


Church hath been #lwpys carefull to preſerve and” enbalms their 2, 30, 


together with th2i7 carkas. If tht worthy Alithours of he 2ſr- 
:ng Sermon and exhortation hadviily deſigned in aroutging their 
[iboms ito eontinme' the memiry and example of tho e Saints and 


ſervants of Godwhoſe Paneralls GAVE AN orca(ign to theſe diſ- 


courſes , 1 ſuppoſe nothing had been done nnwt#tÞy a Chriſtian 
| | week 2 am & 
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= audtes 39461: moſt juſt : and as the Ancient Church mas\niont to eſere 
" Rugihilo pal the Saints ra chefs pranarp gay ma jg — 
| Naziah= - 777 of, 4 EST TT age 5 STR SORE] Pc Cle po 
en funchyy they ſeck.to cominue the memory of their graces in this public 
' _ Orat, yro Tecord, that though being dead, they might yer ſpeak." © /.-': 
fratreCe- But they looked upon this as too private an aime for thy prof- 
x51) cis fits the matter here 'diſcuſſed is of a more-publick and. generall 
532.6 : concerwement and RANT 7 alefull. for t eſe times, 4s 1x, the 
Spilman _Jaying to heart the death of Gods children,whichharh ever been 
'  inverbo obſervedto be an intimation of approaching judgment Iſa. 7.1, 
| Dypticha. jb, ve ſee a ſhowre coming we kl Hs more haſt to gather 
[*]} Heb. . : S . Y OEAT: © £L 
Th.4. #n the fruit, ſo Gods gathering in his Saints is a preſage of an 
| enſuing ftorme : and as the death of any private Saint is to be 
Ss | taken notice of,as being a confiderable loſſe to the. communities 
8 and ſacieties in which they. are imereſted; fo mnch more the 
$ | death of Miniſters and thoſe that are called to publick office in 
| the Church,hecauſe f the eminency of their ſtation,and (ervice. 
I confeſſe the world thinketh not (o,all that is called Miniſtry ss 
|. ow counted a burden. , this is the great ſcorne and affront that 
we put upon Chriſt bis Jargels and Royal donative which he be- 
| ſtowed on the Charchin the day of his inauguration (when he 
| aſcended up on high he gave Paſtors and teachers &c. Eph. 4. 
| $,9,10,1 I.) is reckoned as one of the grievances of the Nation, 
| which by interpretation is as much as if we did bid Chriſt take 
his oift co himlelf, we care not for it ; certainly if ever tis high 
| time to make men ſenſible of the benefit of a Miniſtry , and t 
loſs of any that are qualified for ſo boly a work, 
: 2. Another leſſonwhich (in ſnch tranſient reading as my preſ- 
ſing occaſions would allow) I have obſerved, is the ſurviving of 
6 the Word when Miniſters are gone,« Sermon dyeth not with the 
9g | breath in which "tis nttered , if it live not in our praQtice,it ji- 
++ ©"  wethin the records of Heaven, and in the effec of providence; 
' * 6s the words of the former Prophets , when they were-dead and 
rotten in the grave, This with many other uſefull obſervations 
BF (for to name all were to foreſtallthe work it ſe) wilt thow meet 
i. within theſe diſcourſes; which that they may be of great x and 
F-: . bleſſing to thy ſoulegas it is the aime ofthe reverend Authors,ſo 
| #t is the prayer of him who is , | 
| | _*  "Thine to ſerye thee in all Chriſtian offices, 
| Newington, May THOMAS MANTON. 
5 T@&.. 1 $3. {I | 
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A 
SERMON . 
Preached the twelfth day of A u- 
GauUsT. IO7Þ.. 
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Zu cH. I, 5, 6, 


Tour Fathers where are they ? and the Prophets, 
ao they live for ever ? 

But my word, and my Statutes, which 1 comman- 
ded my ſervants the Prophets, did they not take hold 
of your Fathers ? 


Or = * Lecureof our Mortality, ſhould 
ſtil have been a living Voice, a burning and a ſhi- 


_ Butfince our mages God hath puta Period to 
- uy 


1 E 


| (2) 
his life and 1abouts, and by his work hath mani- 
feſted his will, as its our-duty to ſubſcribe unto it, 
' Ecclef, 7. fotit will be our wiſdom to improve it to. our own: 
Z% advantage; Following the Wiſcmans Counſel, 
ſo to go into this Houſe of mourning, that by lay- 
ing ſuch providences to heart, we may be made 
better. 
Its the deplorable extremity of humane corrup- 
tion, to draw evil out of Gods good; abufing thus 
& his grace to wantoneſs, and hs -readineſs to par- 
/  dontoa Liberty of finning, as Spiders ſuck poy- 
ſon from the ſweeteſt lowers. ” 
Its the weakneſs of the fleſh, to apprehend that 
as evil, which God calls good. 
Its the proper work and power of God, to- 
Rhm, 8: bring good out of thoſe evils that are done by ws, 
m_ Aad its the excellericy of Faith, to apprehend 
aobdnels in'thoſe diſpenſations which our ſenſe 
, tells us are evils done upon #5. And this Faith 
| doth, and Faith alone can do; becaule it remains 


firm amongſt 'the violenteſt ſhakings, as gover- 
ning it ſelf, not according to the: mutable,: and. 


ccording; to the: unchangeable foundations of 
Gods promiſes, like the Nodes of Compaſles' in 


\ variable inſtability of humane Occurrences, but 
- the midſt of tetnpeſts, that are direted nor by the 


Wind but Heavens. -.. { j- 

- The Bee (you know) hath an Innate quality; 
 whichother creatures want, to extra Hony out 
of..(it may be)il-ſavouring/ Flowers ; ſo: gracious 

_ « ſouls going into the SanQuary, by the ſtrength of: 
: nog ws be able to ſay; though other/men can- 
ot, what the PTalmiſt doth, Truly, God is good 
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to 7ſracl, Notwithſtanding, &c. Now as God is 
00d, and ({o to be acknowledged in all his dea- 
ings, even in this ſad diſpenſation of his provi- 
dence, whereby a deſerving Paſtor-is removed 
from a deſiring People, and both the. careful, and 
indulgents Parents within the compaſs of one 
week, from many tender .and needing Orphans, 
ſo ought we to indeayour the improving of it to 
our own ſpiritual good. And therefore know, 
that Funeral ſolemnities are not for-the ſolace of 
the dead (they are beyond our prayers or helps, 
though not reſpects) but for the comfort and 1n- 
ſtruction of the living, who ought,.as thoſe who 
came where Aſahel lay dead, to ſtand ſtill and z Sam. z; 
conſider, what God expects'they ſthould-rJearn 2 3+ 
from the works of his hand, his deed having: a. 
voice to inſtruc us, as well as his word. To help 
you wherein, I ſhall crave your attentions-tothoſe- 
doQrinal truths, which from the word read,: ſhall 
be commended and improved unto you. . In'the 
managing of which , as. I vary from my ufaal 
way of diſcourſe, my Apology is. thisz As-in 
Feaſts, ſo in Sermons, we reſpe& the Company, 
not.our ſelves, © Paul at athens alters his ſtile. ** 
| The words are part of Zechariahs Penitential - 
Sermon, compriſed in the ſix firſt yerſes of this 
Propheſy, in which taccording to the reſolution 
of it by the Judicious D7odats) we have 01 
1, Thecall to Repentance, v, 3. Thus ſaiththe 
Lord of Hoſts, "Turn unto me ſaith the Lord of 
_ Hoſts. LD i 20h! 
' 2. Arguments to. enforcethis exhortationgand 
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(4) 
| fo you, 
1 2, The evil of not repenting 


| _  thers 
F I ſr, Sin. v. 4. They did not, 
iy \<' | |. Effeasoffin, 
= - ; I, Gods wrath. v, 2. The Lord hath 
'ZJ been ſore diſpleaſed, &c, - 

| 2. Their puniſhment, v, 6, Did they 

not take hold, 8c. | 

2, Hiſtory applyed, v. 4. Be not as your 
{| - Fathers. | pIERnE 


pd - 
. 
. . 


_ Now the words of my text, Tour Fathers mbere 

are they, &Cc. are inſerted for the amplification. 
and inforcement of the exhortation, and by way 
of prevention to: . remove two. forceable obſtru- 
Rions. 'that 'might. weaken the ftrength of thoſe 
Motives. 


their corruptions would prompt them to ſay 


*4);...us 2 Theyare dead. 
J2, Youtellns of the former Prophets; What is. 
that to.us > They are dead too. | 


Gonceſhon, as if God ſhould ſay, I grant .you 
the Prophets are dead, yet know, you -have great 


tance, that are: now madeitoywu by my'Prophets, 


'{2, The good of ſo doing. v. 3:7 will tars 


#1. Repreſentedin the Hiſtory of their Fa-. ”. 


The hindrancesare, what the Prophet foreſaw. 


2. Youtel us of our Fathers., What is. that to. 


to- remoye which, theſe words are-by way of 
what you:do- objet, your Fathers are dead, and. 
teaſonto-regard/ themprefemextiortations torcpen-. 


Hagzas,. 
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GG) 
Haygai, and Zechariah, and others that are now 
ſent; Becauſe SES 


thers do ſtil live. Did it not take hold ? yes it 
i did, they have confeſſed it, and they returned 
| andſaid, like as the Lord of Hoſts thought to do 
< wntoms, according to our ways, and according 
iſ to our doing, ſohath he dealt with ws. ver.s. 
P The word which I commanded my Prophets, - 
C 


| 1, The examples of my Juſtice. on your Fa- 


though the Prophets be dead, yetthcir words. 
ſtil live. Did they not take hold ? y, 6, S 


| Thus have I given you that ſenſe and depen- 
dance of the words, which I conceive moſt genu- 
inc and proper, and ſhall not ſpend time ncedleſly 


'h 


1n relating others judgements. 


That being a good rule, for popular Preachers, . 
which at my firſt entrance upon the work of the 
Miniſtry, I' received from my ſometimes Reye- *” 
rend Friend Mr. Samuel Crook of famous memo-" 
ry, late Paſtor of Woragton, now with God. 1» 
vulgar auditories to pitch upon that ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture which is moſt genuine, and not to diſtract hel 


vers by mentioning various readings and judge- 


ments, That courſe rather ſavouring of afteutation, 
than tending to inſtruction, 
The words are plain and without difhculty ; on-- 
ly take notice, that the Prophet by that queſtion, 
Where are they? Intends thus much ; they are dead; - 
according to that of Fob, Man givith' up the. 
Ghoſt, and where is he © and by that phraſe of Ta- | 
: FRY: : l ob 14. 
ken hold,or overtake, implies thus much, that Gods 19. - 
denounced judgements are as a proſecuting enemy, 
| B.:3. = _- 


INE LF... 


(6) 
that follows the purſute, and wil not ceaſe, til 0- 
vertaking they lay hold on, and hold faſt hise. 
nemies, __ : 

Now in my paſſage to the main thing intended 
from the words read, give me leave to mention, 
and IT ſhall but mention, the doctrines of the Con- 
text, or at leaſt the moſt principal of them ; which 
are theſe fiye that follow. | 
F x Do, Turning men to God is the Preachers main 
| employment ; The former Prophets, Zechariahs, 
A as 15, St. Pauls, whom God lent to open their eys and to 
18,20, turn them from darkneſs tolizht, and from = 
1 cr of Satay unto God. This was, This is, Gods 
bh + _  meſlengers imployment to perſwade ſuch, that 
4 have left Gods ways to follow their own, now to 
leave their own te follow Gods, to walk with their 
faces toward the Sun, that ſo they may have ſhi- 


—their backs tothe Sun, what 'fec they but a ſha- 
/ *dow, the privation of light and heat > The bring- 
'£ ing back of loſt Sheep to their Shepherd, of pro- 
* | | digal children to their Father, the beſeeching fin- 
.* - k\-ners to be reconciled, and by repentance to+break 

- -off their ſ1ns, is the proper work of Chriſts Mi 
niſters. 
2 Do. Preſent enjoyments of fignal mercies, yea great 

 Celiverances, are no ground of future fecurity, 
without renewed and renewing repentance. They 
' were now but newly come forth of captivity, 
and fo had received a mighty deliverance, yet 
ſhould they again break Gods Commandements, 


- 


©3214 til he had conſumed them,7 ſo'thar there» ſhould be 


« the lighr, and comfortable hear, when as turning. 


Ezras. they know God would have been.angry wich'them. 


The 


ff 


— (7) 

The do@rine of Repentance is alwiys neceſ- 
ſary to be preached, bat eſpecially, thea wizn 
mercics are enjoyed, and we are ina proiper45 
eſtate, In which the Hzart is exceeding ap: to for- 


et God. Latet anzuis iz Herba, A gcadly poy- 


on is many times ſecretly conveyed under a p!ca- 

ſant reliſh : for as wien men ace moſt hot, they are 
then moſt ſubje&t to take dangerous colds; fo 
when Chriſtians enjoy all things outward)y well, 
(as David, when at peace) then are they in great- 
eſt danger of ſpirityal miſcarriages. The dorine 
then of Repentance is always needful, it was the 
firſt dodtrine preached by Chriſt, The dilciples, 
Fohn,fit for every Auditory, for all times. 


Other diſcourſes may be profitable, but this is . 


neceſlary. 


$3- D334. 


Y 
o 


An impenitent obſtinacy againſt, and under the 4: Do8.. 


means of grace, is an aggravated imp:ety. 


_ Forefathers examples are no plea for impeni- 5. Du&. 


tency, no privilege for impunity, and yet (as the 


Jewes) we are exceeding apt to plead them, when jer.,44. 7 


they are ſo. far from countenancing that they ag- 


oravate offences: 
Having thus mentioned the dodtrines of the 


context, I now come to Conſider the truths of © * 


the words Read, and they are two, the firſt-[ (hall 
but touch, and the ſecond Infiſt- on as more ſui- 
table to the preſent occa(ion, | 


s ® 
p 


' Yolr fathers are dead, yet they were rook Hold Tex:. 


on, and they confeſt it, Whence z 


Examples of God juſtice on foregoing people are EY 


left recorded, and ought to be improved,as warnings 


As. 


$0 following generations, 


I 


x 
'F- #: 25 


Rom, 15- 


4 . 


x Cor.10. 


5,6. 


Eut.3 >« 
7. 


Luke 17. 
32. 


Y rials it, that we may fetch thence where- 


1fa.r.9.10, Expe to be alike in ſuffering, If 7ſraels Princes 
_ Hh commit the ſins of S#domn, as they ſhall have their 


Jerq-23 Letusthusgoto Shiloh, and con 


. <—T a as; -, 


(8) 

"As what was forewritten, ſo what was foredone, 
was for our learning ; and thus the Apoſtle tels us 
that the Fſraelites were overthroyn in the wilder- 


-neſs, and theſe things were our examples to the 


intent, we ſhould not Iuft after evil things as they 
alſo luſted. 

Hence God calls us to Remember the dayes of - 
old, andto conſider the years of many generations; 
and C hriſt wils his diſciples to reca]l to mind what 
.was done long before,cyen to RememberLots wife 
.who was turned into a Pillar of Salt, a vifible and 
laſting Monument; whereas God might have 
blown her up as Salt-Pcter, or ſunk her down as 


Coral, he fixeth her as a Pullar, and calls to us to 


-withall to ſeaſon our unſayory lives, T hus Anti- 
dotes are made of poyſon, and Treacle from Vi- 
Pers. 
i The ground of which truth is, becauſe God is 
alwaics the ſame. His paſt dealings are the diſco- 
very of his future; they who are alike in fault muſt 


* -"" a is Ee ER, 6. bt + CE I y 
*% oh rn IONS ca es ar AE A es 


names, ſo, without repentance, ſhall they have their 
ſorrows. | 
Learn then hence how to improve Hiſtories 
recorded, not read them to fatisfie curiofitie, but 
to inſtruct and caution thee. Not as thoſe who are 
well, that hear, or read the rules of Phyſicians, 
- but as fick perſons, that attend ſuch diſcourſes 
that they may make uſe of, and apply the receipts 


preſcribed. 
ahder what God 


—_— —_—— 
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ditto it for the wickedneſs of his cople. Let us of 
Eweland. remember the ſeven Churches of Apa, - 


the Nation of the Jews, who were as Gideon's 1498-637; 


fleece , firſt wet with Heavenly dew, when all * 
the reſt of the world was ws and now dry, when 
great part of the world beſid 


& 
1 


es Is yet for look, Exod.zo. 


as it was in Egypr, the 1ſraelites had light when *1-234 


11 the reſt were dark ; but at Chriſts death 7#- , 
dea was in darkneſs, when 3ll the reſt was light: 
'fo had the Jews at fiiſt Gods oracles, and ſo, 


uke 25. 
Fo. 


Chriſts profters, when the Gentiles were ſtran- 
gers; but now the Gentiles are ingrafted, and 
the Jews cut off: ſo may it be with us of England, 
who have long enjoyed the Sun-ſhine of the Goſ- 
pel, whenother Nations and people have been 
without it, we may be for our unworthineſs caſt 
off, and others received ; therefore let us fo re- 
member former examples, that we may ſtil apply 
them to our ſelyes, and know what Chriſt is wil- 
ling we ſhould mind;that except we repent, we ſhall Luker3i 
all likewiſe periſh. 3zFs 
Having thus given you a brief account of the 
firſttruth of the text, I now come to the confide- 
ration of the main Doctrine,and that which is moſt 
pertinent to the occaſion of our preſent meeting, 
and that grounded on theſe words, 
The Prophets,de they live for ever? But my words Tex. 


and my Statutes, which I commanded my ſervants 


the Prophets, did they wot take hold of your Fathers? 

W hence obſerve, 
Thouzh Preachers aye, yet Sermons live. Do# 
All fleſh s graſs, but the word of the Lord endy- 1 pcr.y, 


reth for ever, | 24,258, 


C Though 


(10 ) 


Though Chriſts Embaſſidors are mortal men ; 


yet their Embaſſage is an immortal errand, which 


will haye its effe& even after rhe death of the Mef- 

ſenger, Miniſters are carthen pitchers, that may, 

and muſt diſſolye into duſt ; But the Goſpel which 
Ifs;r2.3. they bring is water drawn from an everl:ſting 
Rer.14a.s, Well, x. of an everlaſting nature, and fo con- 

tinues when the pitclier is broke. When the An- 
Luke z, gels were returned to Heaven, the Shepherds re- 
"Fs membred their words. 

For the firſt part of this DoQrine, That Preachers; 
dye, you haye a viſible proof this day before 
you, and no wonder: For 1ts- appointed for all 
men, (and Miniſters are bur men) once to dyc. 

For the ſecond'part of this Do&rine, that Ser- 
mons live, ir is, though not ſo viſtb!'y, yer as ful- 
ly evidenced inthe words of the Prophet 1ſazah;. 

Iſa.55.10, F0r 4s the rain cometh down, and the Snow from: 

it Heaven, andreturneth not thither, but watereth the 

earth, and maketh it bring forth and bnd, that it 

may give ſeed tothe ſower, and bread vo the cater , 

fo ſhall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth, 

apy not return unto me v01d. but it ſhall accompliſls 

at which 1 pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing 
whereunto I ſent it, 

And therefore, tiiongh at preſent obſtinate fin- 
ners regard not Gods meflages or meſſengers, 
yet whether they wil hear, or whether they wil 

Eze.2-4,5 forbear, they ſhall one day kzow, that there hath 
been a Prophet amongſt them. The word Preachd 
3Per,r.23 Þy Gods faithful Miniſters is an immortal and-in. 
corruptible ſecd,: that wil moli affuredly bring 
forth ſome fruir,either for our good or eyil, 


1, For. 


, 
2% 
32 
c 
a 
5 
= 
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629 . 
{1. For good; ſo this good Sced produceth in us 
| the eternal being of immortal grace... Now as * Pet.r, * 
} natural Parents may dye, yet leave their chil- *7* 
| dren living, much more ſpiritual Parents,who , cc. : 
| beget Converts through the word of the Gol- 15. 
| pel; whoif they leave not ſpiritual children 
| here below, yet wil certainly find them in 
| Heaven; Grace once given being a Free-hold 
| of inheritance that cannot be forfeited 3 For 
he that is born of God hath the ſeed of God re- * 19h 3.9. 
maining in. him, and cannot ſin; and fo by 
; Conſequence cannot finally miſcarry, God 
having in his Covenant ingaged, as never to Heb.r3.5. 
leave us, foto write his Laws in our hearts, 
and pur his fear before our eyes, that we ſhall ter,32.40. 
| neyerleaye him. 
| 2+ For evil. Thus the text, Did not my words 
take hold * 
Hence Chriſt tells us, that the word which he 
had Preached to the Jews ſhould judge them 19%n-r2. 
ar the laſt day, and that what his Apoſtles did Mar... 
| bindonearth thoald be bound in Heaven, 19. 


A— 


Thus the Doctrine lieth evident before you, 
and you are, I queſtion not, fully convinced of the 


truth of this atlertion, That Preachers dying, 


leave Sermons living and laſting, and which wil 2 Cor.z. 
have their effect, either of good, as a ſavour of life 26: 
to life, or of evil, as a favour of death to death_ _._. 
Not that all which pious Preachers ſpeak in Ser- 
mons ſhall laft ſo long ; No, There may be much * Cor-z. 
Wood, Hay, Stubble, built on the foundation, **** 
which wil not endure the fire, but the foundation 

C 2 rightly; 


37 
, 
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rightly layed ſhall alwaies laſt ; the' proffers and 
tenders of Chriſts to Sinners ſhall have their ef- 


fe, either in their converſion, Or t9 their erea- 


ter condemnation. Thus then, Tt is not the wil- 
domof words,butthe Word of wildomthat abides 
for ever, by 

-: Having thus diſpatched the doftrinal. part of 
this rruth, it remains that I improve it to you by 


application. 


In the managing of: which, I ſhall joyn both the 
wruth of the rext, and the providence of this time, 
the fad occaſion of our preſent meeting, and ſhall 
endeavour to make uſe of bath, by acquainting 


you what they ſpeak. 


I. Tothis Congregation, to whom this De- 
ceaſed Preacher was a faithful Paſtor, 

2, To usin the Miniſtry, the ſurviving dif- 
penſers of Goſpel myſteries. 

3. Toallin general, 


Firſt, you that arc related as a particular flock. 
of Chriſt to him that's gone, and to him that: 
ſpeaks, Know, that this word, this work, ſpeaks. 


muci to you, -Ithill divide my diſcourſe into 3 
twotold Chanel. 
T. ReſpeRing him that is gone. 


2, ReſpeQing the opportunities. of grace that- 


do or may remain amongſt you. 


Fiſtthen know, that this truth, that Preachers 


e, but Gods ward never ateth, and the death of 


this our Reverend Brother, hath much to fay to 


us, I ſhall give it in fx particulars,and I aefire you 


would ſcrioully.lay them to heart, as they proceed 


from 
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(13) 
from a mind that doth”ſeriouſly and earneſtly defiie 
your good in what is ſpoken. 

_ Firſt own- Gods goodneſs in enjoying of him ſo «. 
long: for though ſad providence hath more ſuddain- 

ly than was expected taken him from us, yet may we 

hot be unmindfull of Gods goodneſs in I:n'ing him 

ſo long, as a great mercy to this place and prople, 

for whom (as Pasl) he ſpent himlclf in the p:infull 
exerciſe of his Miniſterial gifts, He was a burning 

and a ſhining light, who did not waſt out, but wear 

out; who did not {mother out, but burn'd, yea flam'd - 

out, who ſpent his Spirits that he might inſtrumen- 

tally communicate Gods Spirit, and inliven yours,and 

they that know the paſſages of his ſickneſs are yery 


confident that it was not the violence of the Wind 


that blew forth his Eamp, but the Oyl was ſpent, and 
the flame muſt' ceaſe. Let us then remember and 
own him for a mercy, who was ſo ſucceſſively pain- 
full, and uſefull in Iis generation, | 

Secondly, we have reaſon all of us, but eſpecially =: 
he that ſpeaks, and you {late his charge) thatare ſpo- 
ken to, and all others rhat hear me this day, to lament. 
our loſs. . | may juſtly take up Eljha's Lamentation, 
when he ſaw E/1jah gone to Heaven before him. 44 
my Father, my Father, the chariot of Iirael and the 
horſemen thereof; and you have reaſon to ſay, Alas 
my. Brother. 4/45 owr Paſtor. God expects that we 
ſhould value our lots, and expreis it by our lamen- 
ting for it. And the moſt of us, if not all have. 
caulc to repent of our fin, who have flighted the mer- 
cy lentus; Who have ſtept in our day, and not wal- 
ked anſwerably to this light. When Children wax - 
wanton; and throw wholetome food ro the Dogs, its 
| C 3 _ _ time- 


(14) 

Rev.z.5. time to remove the Tables ; if Epheſus wil not repent, 
and do her firſt works, Chriſt threatens to come 
quickly and remove her Candleſtick, And whether 
our unthankfulne(s, and unfruitfulneis, have not pro- 
voked the Lord to deprive us of this his ſervants Mt- 
niſtry, I am afraid to deny, though I cannot deter- 
mine. Let us (however) lament our loſs, repent of 
our fin, 

3. Thirdly, are there any amongſt us (I could wiſh 
| there were none, but 1 fear there are too many} to 
| be found, the more ſad their condition, - that haye 

 __Not profited as they ſhould have done by the labours 

\/_of this ſervant of God s Let ſuch Jay the blame 

where its due; at their own doors. Gonkider the 
Mar.1z, Parable of the Sower, That tells us, There were 
four grounds on which Seed was caſt, and but one 
fruittal, Where was the fault * Was it in the Seed, 

or Sowcr 2 No, they were the ſame, but the faults 

1 lay in the grounds themſelves. Sois it with the hea- 
rers of the word, when a very few receive adyan- 
rage, and the greateſt number remain unfruitful, 
Say not thou then, the Phyſick was weak, but thy di- 
"ſtcmper was ſtrong. Say not the meat was unwhole- 
ſome . but know thy Stomach was foul. Now its a 
true Rule in Piylick, Corrupta corpora quo mazis an- 

* tres, eomazis ledis, Impure Bodies, the more you 
nourtth the more you harm,. 1hey wio have bad 
eyes think the sky alwaies Cloudy, The fault may 
be, and moſt timcs is, in our felvcs, waen we are rea- 

dy to lay irupon o: hers. Peopie may be unprofita- 
ble under the moſt powerful Miniſtry, becauſe of 
their own cduincls and negligence. Do not then in 
this calc, as that man, who complained of the rough- 

. neſ 
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neſs of the way, when he had a thorn in his foot, or 
that Woman Plutarch mentions, who being ſuddain- 


ly ſtruck blind, bid them open the Windows. EE 


Fourthly, Remember, I beſcech you, the Doarine , 
of the text, That though your . Preacher be dead, yet 
his Sermons live, and wil live for ever. You ſhall 
know, that he hath becn a Prophet of the Lord a- 
mongſt you. It was the deſire of his Soul on his ſick 


and lay itto heart ; That they who have nor proti- 
ted by his Sermons in his lite, might now profit by / 
his departure. For aſſure your ſelves, Gods word, | 


Bed,that this Congregation would conſider his death, | | 


by whomtoever ſpoken (as the Sword of Saul) wil > San.r. 


never return. empty, any more than the rain doth, ** 


as that place formerly cited out of the Prophet 1ſazah 
fully ſhews. So ſhall not the word of God fpoken by 
any that are faithfull return empty, but proſper in the . 
thing whereto God ſends it. 

Bleſſed be God, that ſome of you know that Gods 
word by. him hath taken hold of you for good. He 


hath not wantcd the Seals of his Apoſtleſhip. And 1 Cor.g.2: 


(what ever vain men ſay tothe contrary.) converſion 


| of Souls to God by the Miniſtry is an Apoſtolical ar- 


gument of the righttuJneis and Jawfulneſs of the 
Miniſterial call, and ſuch a Seal, yea divers ſuch 
Seals had our deceaſed friend... Some that were in 
Heaven before him, and: others that are ſti] below, 
did and do acknowledge him their ſpiritual Father. 
And Friends, you of this City and Gongregation ſhall 
know that his words wil take hold, ifnot to ſave you, 
which was his aim and defire, yet to. judge you at 
the laſt day, which 1s your faulr, and wil be your mi- 


ſcry; for God wil certainly. puniſh as the Congrega- Hob7,42.- 23} 


ton. 


\ 


4 

tian hath heard. That the Goſpel by him, or any o- 

ther Preach'd prevails for g00d, 15 Gocis grace, that 
ir proves a ſavour of death to death, 15 our (tn, 

Now never wonder that ſuch ciametrical oppoſite 
effe&s proceed from the ſame-cauſe. You wil nor, if 
you conſider the reaſon to be, not inthe Cauſe, but 
in the Subje&; not in the word, but in the hearts of 
thoſe who hear it. Chriſt who came to be the light. 

$h.9.39. of the world, came-allo for judgement into this 
world, that they which ſee not might ſee, and that 

: they which ſee might be made blind. Chriſt who is a 
*7Per.z, Corner ſtone to ſome, yet becomes a Rock of of- 
""M\ fenle to others; that meat which ſtrengrhens healthy 


bodies, yet breeds diſcaſes in corrupted Stomachs; 
.andits obſery'd by Naturaliſts, That the ſmel of a 
ſweet Ointment comforteth the Doye, bur killeth . 

'the Hornet; The ſame heat which ſoftneth Wax, hard- 
-neth Clay ; That Flower which yields Hony to the 

Bce, yields poyſon to the Spider; That fire which re- 

fines Gold, con{umes the droſs: So that Goſpel by 
| .the mouths of Gods Seryants, and by the mouth of 
this his (cryant, which hath been inſtrumental to 
ſave ſome, wil moſt aſſuredly at the laſt day condemn 
others. Forthis indeed is the judgement heightning 
I ſin,that light is come into the world,and men love dark- 
- meſs rather than light, And accordingly it wil be more 
bo + ,+ tolerable for Sodorws and Gemorrob, for Tunns and 
3 Alzier, atthe day of judgement, than for this Ci- 
1 ty, for this Congregation, if the word of Gods grace 
be not ſavingly entertained. Woe wmto thee Chora- 
Zin, woe unto thee Bethlaida, faith our Saviour, for if 

| Mit. ho mirhty works which were done i had bee 
EI bI,a2. 7 a Ju, aa veen 
Ei tt dong ia Tyre and Sidon, they bad repented long 4g0e 7m 
Wo Sackcloth and aſhes. Fiftly, 


: "iy, Continue in;andfiold:faft; ard: Rill cleave © 
to thoſe:inſtrutions which:your late Paſtor in. the 

diſcharge'of: his Miniſterial employment. hath delj- 

vercd to'you. His. ſoul. was, and my. ſoul is, your: 

Pledge that they are the truths. of Jeſus.,;:We dare 

not be as: ſome z' who make merchandiſe of you with 

feigned words, We tremble to be as many, who cor- **©* 5: 

rupt the word of God, but as of ſincerity, but as of Gag, * ©*-« 

in the ſight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt, And therefore '* 

follow that Counſel given by Paul, As you have: re- Col3-6, 

ceived Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him, rooted 1: 

and built up in him, and eftabliſhedin the Faith as yee 

have been taught, Be rooted, be fixed, be not as Reeds 

ſhaken with every Wind, (as Children) toſſed to Eph. 4.14. 

and fro, and carried-about with: every doctrine ; No, 

but as Trees of righteouſneſs, which ſtand faſt in the 

place where God hath planted them, -Be ye (as men) 

ſetled, and grounded: in the truth. O how change- 

able, and child-like are many wanton hearers, whom 

you-may win with an.apple, .and loſe with a Coun- 


= 


* 


ter'? Be not ambulantes in Confilio, ſcatterers of. your Jer.3.13; 


wayes; who ſo take a taſte of all courſes, muſt -needs 
doevil; who ſo _ themſelves a liberty to'-run af- 

ter all pretended Teachers,” muſt needs: learn eyil. _ 
Therefore good was. that . Counſel, t9 the Hebrews, 
Be not-carried about with divers and firange ' doitrines,, a 
for its a good thing that the heart be eſtabliſhed with ry 


ave wneſtabliſhed hearts. And worth. our obſerya- 
tion is that charaQer of falſe doctrines given. in the 
_ - original word emaue, We render it, -yarigus, 'divers;; 
It fignificth properly, . Yarii Coloris,  Parti-coloured 
deftrines, of ſeveral threads ; which have no agree- 
ment one with another, an - And 
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-— Ad certainly. were'there nothing elfe, yet this- 


be falſe, eſpccially- of ſuch who caſting dirt in the 
faces of Chriſts publike Miniſters, arrogate the name 
Rey-2:2- of his Meſſengers to themſelves, and: ſay: they are 4- 


cy; variableneſs, and difagreinent. And this may fuf- 
| ently commend unto you the doctrines taught 
. you by your. deceaſed Paſtor,, by him that now 
fpeaks, and all other faithful Miniſters, which have 


the name of the Lord, viz. That there is-no inter- 


__— crolling, but a ſweet Harmony and con- 
ſent. Truthis in all his parts alike, and ſuch who are 


Phil.z 16. materially and fundamentally neceflary, (bowſocver 
they may. differ .in ſome circumſtantials) ſpeat the 
fame things ; Whereas falſe teachers, not only dif- 

| fer one from another, butalſo:from thenitelves, ſcl- 
(, dom keeping: themſelves in the ſame ſtation either 
[\ DX of place or doctrine, burare, 2s Fuide calls them, wan- 


-uncertain motions. Solid Chriftians are fixed Stars, 
. bonnterfeit profeſſors © are wandring Plancts , 
.now Planets;) as Aﬀtrologers ſpeak, according 
ir with unſtay'd profcffors.,  they.. are according 


thing , they are. of his mind, if another gew-af- 
Feeted:Teacher Preach the contrary, they cloſe with 
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were enough to convince: the. docrines. of many to- 


peſtles, when they are not," Namely: their ioconfiſten-. 


- accafionally by their procurement ſpoken to you in. 


acted: by the Spirit of truth, in thoſe points which are. 


Jude;t2, * if#ng $5ars, that ſettle no- where, but are. alwaies in. 


.,; to-thei»Conjanion. vaty their Influence;:. {o 15 
o their-conjunRion , . Let-one man Preach this. 
thar. Bur I hope. better things of you, for. whom it 


-was the prayer of your late Paſtor, it is and ſhall = 


the prayer of himthart now ſpeaks to'you, 'whar vas 
St. + 155-65 rt Fpb.5.c.10.v. That rhe cod of 4 grace 

would make you perfet?, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you: . 
Amen. _ I-05 

Sixtly, Know beloved, you of this place, that God ce. 
expeas from you 2a Peary, Wan unto the 

care pains and labour :that he hath exerciſed towards : 
you, Where God gives mich, he expets much, Luke 1: 
and certainly you have had much -perfwafion unto:*** 
Chriſt, exhortation unto duty, convi&ion of fin, - | 
precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little and 17 28.10: 
there a little, as Jſreel of old had, Now what. is 

Gods 'expeRation,. but that you ſhould not ſhame 

your keeping, nor difhonour your keeper, but that 

you would manifeſt that you haye becn taught of 

God, and make your profiting to appear by your 
practiſe of, arid continuance'-in, that which is good > 
That you would not be as Pharaohs lean kine ftil ill G.,,. 
favoured after they had devoured the fat ones. That 3:. 
you ſhould not belike other men, as.others who have 
not had the ſame means of grace, Content not your 
ſelves with knowledge,or defires after it, but look that 
your prattiſe be anſwerable to your knowledge. 
Knowledge is neceſſary, bur its not ſufficient; know- 
ledge is not to be defired for it ſelf only, but for 
praQiſe, which is indeed the life of knowledge, and 
renders it a blefling. Forfinful ſouls are as corry 
bodics, who have often great appetites, but ſmall di- 
geſtion. Now meat not diſgeſted, encumbers and 
breeds diſquicting diſcaſes'; ſo knowledge not put 
in praQiiſe perverts the ſoul, and makes the profeſ- 
ſors of it, Satans more ſerviceable inſtruments. Let 
us then follow Chriſt in fincere obedience to. plain 
Sees 7 ee 
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(20). 
knotty and difficult matters, that at beſt do but fil our 


grace In us. | WORD «7. 
_ Irs the practiſe of good, and continuance tn it, that 


Lard,ifo walk in him, and that to theend. A Chriſt- 

\/ an hath ſtil his pls ultra, More to do. He that con- 
tinueth to the end ſhall be ſaved ;. perſeverance to the 
end, brings a Crown without end. 


And the Law forbad Tay|-lefs creatures. ro be of- 
fcr'd in Sacrifice, Let it be your care then not only 
tolay aſide your ſins for a time. as the Serpent his 
B poylon, till he hath drank, but-reſolve to part with 
E-4, {\ them forever, 'do with them-as Facod. did with his 
= © Gen-35.4, Idols, bury.rhem under the Oak, and ſay as Ephraim 
* +401, © Of bis Idols, What have I todo any more with them ? 
Y Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
F Mar 5.16. your good works, and glorifie your heavenly Father, 
E- f\ and thereby let. ir appear that you have been with 
E-: | Jefus,.and Chriſt hath been with you.- Theſe are the 
| __ _ trutl;s which your dead Paſtor by my 'mouth ſpeaks 
 toyou, and be ye prevailed withall, To-own Gods 
goodneſs in your enjoying of him fo long, to lament 
your loſs, to blame your ſelves, if you have not pro- 


Gods word never dycs, though Miniſters do ; to con- 
tinue in what you have heard, and to walk anſwe- 
rably.to the truths you have been taught both by 
your late Paſtor now dead, and by your ſurviving 
teacher that now. Jpeaks unto you; Wee dare not 
406747 bring 


truths, rather than trouble our ſelves with curious: 
brains with notions, and uſually our hearts/with-pride, 
and rarely, if ever advance, Gods glory by us, .orhis 


Col.2.s, Godexpets, as you have received Chriſt Feſus, the 


Aarons Garments were Talares, down to the feet. 


fited by his.labours as you-ought to remember, that 
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bring to you that which is not cleer to us to' be the 
mind:of:God.' I am confident of ir, 'that 'nothing' in 
the courſe of his Miniſtrywas delivered by my Re- 
verend Fellow- labourer now deceaſed, but what ke 
was aſſured of the truth of in his own conſcience. 
He did not preſs any thing upon you, which God had 
not firſt ſetled on his own heart, that it was the truth 
of Chriſt. And let this ſufhice.to. be ſpoken to this 
Congregation, reſpecting their Paſtor deceaſed. 

I now ſhall addreſs my ſelf unto you in. reſpe&t of 
the opportunities of grace thar do, or may remain a- 
mongit-you.' And thatſhall'be in this general exhor- 
ALD: 5 or ny 4 ; 3" SHWS? 

Return to God by them ; Lay hold upon them; Be 
careful to improve them; Make a good uſe of them. 
Your Fathers are dead, and the Prophets. do they live 
for.ever ? But my word and.my Statutes, which 1 com+ 
manded my ſervants the ' Prophets, did they not take 


hold ef your Fathers ? ſaith the Text. This Pro-. 


phet is dead, and he that ſpeaks ſhall dye, Bur their 
words ſhall live for ever. _ Ws 


While you have the light therefore walk in it.. Its John'r2. 
your opportunity, improve it. He that gathereth in 35 
Simmer , is a wiſe Son : but he that ſleepeth in Harveſt, prox.zo. 

+ ig 


is 4 Son that cauſeth ſhame, 

Two things thereare which rencer men truly wiſe, 
Firſt the knowledge of what: is to be done, and Se- 
condly the knowledge of the time when its to be 
done... Solomon tells us, There u a time for allthings. 
And that every thing is beautiful done in its due. ſea- 
ſon. It was a ſpeech. of Antizonus, being provoked 
to-fight by Pyrrhas upon a diſadvantage, Mea mi- 


Eecl. 35 * 


litia nan mazis armorum eſt quan temporum? My.war- 


- is 


runity of tinhe, aswell as to provide good Souldicrs, 
«Eſtate ce- They that Sing in Summer ſhall monura and weep 


_ © jsmanagedby Times 25 well4s by Arms, Accoun- 
ting it his bcft military prudence, to take his oppor- 
_ Idlers in their youth, prove commonly beggars in 
their age. 
od. in Winter. 


ris. Thoſe five fooliſh Virgins witneſs this, who un- 


Fronte ca- providedly flept when the Bridegroom came, and 
pk; therefore Arr Fur out from the Wedding. Hence 
Heb.3.7, thole exhortations, of Not hardning our hearts to day, 
gz 4 75.6, While it is called to day ; of ſeeking God while he may be 
John 12, found gun in the light while we have it.” Tm- 
35, prove then preſent opportunities by an immediate 
. returning unto God. Put not off repentance till here- 
after. Think-notthat the practiſe of Repentance, as 
that Popiſh Prelate ſaid of the doQrine of Fuſtificarios 
by Faith only, that 'tis « good Supper DoFrine. No, but 
Eccl, 12.1. knowthat God callsthee to Remember him thy Crea- 
tor in the dayes of thy youth. Its true indeed , thar, 
Nunquam ſera eſt ad bonos mores via. True repen- 
tance.is never too late. But yet:in this caſe 
Sera mim vita eſt craftina, vive Hodie. 
A reſolved late repentance is uſually prevented by 
an intervening death, 
f1 We have a'day of Mercy, if we negle@ that, God 


[4 


ſoptheir cars at Gods call, will find Gods ſtopt ar 
eAſ[t.z5 101 


ei,compe-. Come may find us gone. Provide then cternal heg- 
nite nides, - pe = venly 


'\/ hathaday of Juſtice, -and he will not negled that, | 
* Then Jeſus Chriſt the now deſpiſed Lamb will ap- 

Pr.s.L a | 
Tei. pearasan unrefiftable Lion. Then they who now / 


theirs, and therefore, To day whileit is called to oy f 
ſemper fu- Harden not your Hearts. Time paſt is gone, Time'tg 


4 


| \ 
d 


vs 


/ \ & exceadi 


gregaiion — the mo in. Heaven, fon were the 
Corporal from. the Congregation of 71/r at - 5.2254 
earth, Let us then provide our ſelves a remed) phil Deut.23.3 : 


$in4i, That we having delighted our ſelves here in-. 


3 - 


{Gag) - 
venly manſians, before theſe earthly tabernactes are 
diflalycd, | 

That I may perſwade you to this care, T ſhall en- 
farce'it on you by theſe two arguments. FIVE: 

1. Our eternal welfare depends on it, As men ſow, 
ſo they reap, as the tree falls, ſo it lies. Noz relingquitur 
Hoſiia pre peccatis mortue in peccatis, nec. deſcentit in 
snfer es ſanzuis efſuſus ſuper terr ans. LY 

It was a Poetical fiction, that what every man. af- 
feed inthis life, with that he ſhould be ſolaced in 
the Eliſyan Ficlds. -The moral is a certaintrurh.” That 
look, what men are 1n this world, that ſhall they be 
hereafter 3 they ſhall not hereafter be numbred a- 
monglt the Sons of Siu, who were here the ſlaves _. 
of Satan, For know, that ſpiritual Eunyches that pg 
bring forth no goad works; Baſtards that are-not ' 
the ſeed of God, the Inceſtuous brood of Ammonites - 
and Aſvabites that are born of worldly luſts, and con- 
cupiſcences,ſhall be more certainly excluded the Con- 


there is time, and gain anintereſt in Chrifts rigteouſ- 
neſs before we came to judgement, that ſo Chriſts 
tribunal may be to -us as Mount Sior, not as Mount 


the Law of the Lord, may ſtand inthe Conpraguen Pralt.rx + 
of rhe righteous, when others fly and fall. Delay 
not the doing of that which muſt be once done, or ogg | 
elle _ art _ ever _— Mes fo — dan- cri incu. 
r indelay; and its a rule, 4 ſpeedy endeavour *0* remis 
: necefſary. where delay ys be danger. "pot | 
Let ps not fay as too many do, . To morrow we will & fc nibit- 
d0,and fo its not done atall.. 2, Op-#® 


(24) 
- 2,” Opportunities of grace are-uncertain. The. door 
may. be ſhut, the light may be removed from us, or 
we may. be remoyed from it ;-and therefore- good is 
| Ecel.g.10. that Counſel of Solomen, AU that thine hand ſhall 
find to do, doit with all hy power, for there is netther. 
work, nor invention, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 
grave whither thou goeſt, Lay up then in ſtore a good 
1 Tim.6. foundation againſt the time to come, that when thou 
5 leaveſt all other holas, thou mayſt lay hold on eternal 
life. 
Fe time of the Goſpel is but a day, the time of 
our life is but a moment, whilſt thou haſt then the 
price in thine hand, get wiſdom, and ſtand not as thoſe 
Mar,20.7, therefore rebuked in the parable, all the day idle; I 

Kam ſure, you cannot ſay,no man hath hired you. 

We ſhould count that Priſoner exceeding fooliſh, 
that would refuſe a pardon profered, and not look 
after it till the judge comes. And that trayeller un- 

wilc, that having far to go will not ſet forth till the 
Jer. 8:7. \ *Sun beſet, The Stork knoweth his time, and -ſhall 
Gen.z7- ;not we ? Facob was but newly gone with the bleſſing, 
Is it's \ yet Eſau came to. late. They. who negleted gathe- 
<VEY P ring Manna in the {1x dayes, in vain expected it the 
27. \/ ſeventh. They who refuſe the profers of grace in 
this life, may | hercafter ſeek for entrance, but ſhall 
Mrt7-1- not: be admitted, Improve then your time, your 
_. - .,- means, yourpreſent opportunities, 
Thope you are ready to ask this queſtion, What 
_ | ! ſhall wedo? ep. 2h 
4  Inanſwering this queſtion my purpoſe is to ſhew 
; you ſomewhat argely what God expecs. from- you, 
*.- that you may: improve preſent opportunities 'of 


Firſt 
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(25) 
- Firſt, Hear from God as often- as thou mayeſt by 
the yoice of his ſervants, the faithful appointed Stew- 
ards and diſpenſers of Goſpel myſteries, I have 
been large upon this ſubject lately, yer give me leave 
now again to mind you, that its the great deſign that 
Satan now drives, the great ſin, the great miſery of 
this Land, to endeavour to overthrow the power, 
and vigour, and force of the Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel by the Miniſtry of men. 
What the iniquity of former times could not com- 
paſs by ſtopping the mouths of ſuch Preachers as 
were good, thatthe ſubtilty of Satan hath indeavou- 
red in our dayes, and hath too. much prevailed in that 
indeavour, by opening the mouths of ſuch as are bad, 
Who to cry up themſelves, not only cry down ©- 
thers, but even the Ordinances of Chriſt themſelyes, 
And herein the Lord open our eyes, and the eyes of 
all this Land, and thine Chriſtian Reader, to ſee and 
conſider this Stratagem of Satan, who makes ſome, 
by ſeeming to cry up the purity, overthrow the pow- 
er of Preaching. For I pray you obſerve,” .. 


Satan doth not direatly cry down. all Preachin pena 


he will not tell you (though he intend that.in the end). 
that you muſt not hear ar all. No: He knows full 
well that natural conſcience (not ſeared) wil imme- 
 diatly deny that perſuaſion. Such down-right dea- 
| ling would be the way todiſcover himſelf, and rhere- 

fore transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light, 


- 


he beſets in another method, blaſting the publike * <**i# 


. Miniſtry of Jeſus. Chriſt with odious names, 
if not as Anti-Chriſtian (the uſuall term of flich 
who: ſpeak againſt thoſe who cannot ; om for 
themſelves) yetas leſs pure than others 0 1 
way, and ſo ſhut up the Kingdom of Heayen (which 
EE according 
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( 36) 


Matz1, AGording'to Chrifts promiſe hath been giverto'our 
_ Nation, and hath (blefſed be Gods holy name} bottle 


in former and later days brought forth its fruic with- 

in the narrow compals of ſuch and fuch ſocieties. 

And thns Sitan by force dividing between Pal, 

| Cort, #ftd Apoltos, and Cephas, inftilling that miſchicyous 
12, poyſon, of hav+zg the trmh of Chriſt with refpech of 
James 2.1, P27 f0ns, and {0 by pretending to purer, doth at laſt 
(which is his main drift) caufe man to fall oft from 

x conſciencions reſpect unto any of Gods Ordinan- 

6s, - T #ppcal ento thee good Reader, and. am econ- 


fem thine experience doth wirnefs che truth of this: 
diſcovery. not. we daily ſee, that-thoſe: who- 


efirow away their wonted reſpedts ro: Chvifts flan- 
ding Miniſtry, give themfelves a hiberty firſt. ro hear 
4 ny, and then afterward to hear none © 4hab thur 


| © Yimforfifs pood;/ yer hears and; follows four hun- 
r King, Jed falſe-ohes, to his own ruin. Aancnd then 1 be- 

Reth youWwitheare and conſcience unto Gods ſent 
-— Be wr s,by Whoſe preaching it pleaferth him'to fave 
if. 'kich 8b 


"Way © Tanfiver, Come and ſee, Look not on the 


f1 \/ Ttreartefs of the inftruments, bur who works by them, 
1 


/\, "as Chiiltbid'the Herodians on the periny, whoſe i- 


| Luke 26, Thiage it bore.” For if God! be the worker, he- is able 
the fnalieſmenns to bring'to'paſs the greateſt ef- 


24- - by 
Judges: Teas; The fond of Rams-Horns commiſfionared. 
*by fifth, blows/dowtr the walls of Ferizho 5 The ſhi- 
rigs Sandkeeps' in the! billows: of the Sea, which 
1 Cor.x, . Drafen walls" could ri6t $6 God being; the wor- 
31. | rt; the foolifine of Preaching. converts-and faves. 

Ara Negleda 


by 


Ve... 


| 48 not awiy with one'true Prophet rhat counteld 


$$ bcleeve! Hear from hirw by them as often as 
you tay, 'andif you fay, Can any good come that 
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(37) 
Negle& not thenthe ſpiritual opportonitiey that Ms 
put into your hands, Suffer not every Night and trfs” 
vial occafion to keep you from them. God tells us, 
that when and where a famine of the word is, people 


ſhall ru» from one end of the Land ro anuther, ant duy- x05 ae 
der from Sea to Sea, and run to and froto ſeek the word 
of the Lord, and ſhall not find it, But alafs ! under rhe 


plentiful means of grace we enjoy, how ſlight &x-- 
cuſes keep us from them 2 As in Surntfier, its too 
hot, in Winter, its too cold ; In Spring its ficbly, ati 
in Harveſt they are too buſie. The way is fart, 6f-the 
weather is foul, or elfe ſay people, T like hot the Peed- 
cher, He is a dry fellow, He is a Presbyteriart or {tt 
Independent, or this, or that. By thefe and ſuch fike 
fimple and filly preterices Saran defiides the Soils of 
men; and keeps them from hearing, when they Have 
the ny pur into their hands. Bur fet fincfy ft 
remember, Thomas was but once abſcnir,arid that trot toha 20. 
willingly, and not knowing 'that Chrift would theit 2+ , 
appear, and he was like ro have loft the confirmation -+ - 
of the Article of the- Refurre&ion; fo may we be » 
waking, when that may be 4 ro which we try 
never again be told of , perhaps' that trath whic 
might have done us cternal' ppod. This is tie fl: 
advice that I ſhall in anſwering the queſtion fore- 
mentioned Rave-withyoit, Neglei# mt ſo get fat- nes.s.3. 
vathon. "> IRENE 
Secondly, Apply what's ſpoken to thy fef,, Let 
the Predehers #49 rake a upon ha: | We ave : 4 
naturally well pleaſed when Preachers words take * 
hold ori others, as Herod whieh' Jobs Prexched i- 
etinfſt the Phariſees, bnr we' are loatHthey' ſhould 


come too cloſe to our ſelves, When Fohs CameE to 
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(28) 
touch Herod about the matter of Herodias, and meets 
with his beloved fin, Fohn Baptiſt ſhall loſe his head. 
Let us then be leſs inquiſitive concerning others, and 
apply what's ſpoken to our ſelves. Moſt men ſay as 

John 2. Peter of Joby, What ſhall this man do ? but let us 

I. - f(ay-as David, Lord who am 7? or as that youngman 

=” inthe Goſpel, ro Chriſt, not what ſhall others -do, 

Mat.19: Bys Lord what ſhall I do ? | 

I6, 

own ways. Suffer the word of Reproof. This is a 
harder matter than men are aware of, to be wil- 
ling to be reproved. The moſt of hearers are 
like Thiſtles, you may ſtroak them upward without 
danger, but preſs them downward, and immediatly 
they offend. Preach Goſpel-truths and no more, a 
wicked man likes it. A Carnal heart can be content 
to hear of Chriſt and of grace ; The ſtony hearers 
\ receive this word with joy : But once tell him, This 
\ way of wickedneſs is unlawful, this or that profitable 
fin muſt be left,this gain or pleaſure parted with, Then, 
away with theſe fellows, Theſe are they which trou- 
ble the world, as thoſe unbelecving Jews ſpoke of 

Aas 17-6- the Apoſtles, They which have turned the whole world 
wpſide down are come hither alſo, Its the property of 
a true beleeyer to be willing to be told of his faults, 

 thathe may amend them; And its the property of 
c-*-""7 a / torr yea his diſcovery by which he may 
know himſelf, That he cannot endureto hear of his 

- fins, becauſe he is not minded to forſake them. Paul 

Gal.4.16. iS. accounted an enemy if he ſpeak: the,truth, and that 
in the cſteem of thoſe who ſometimes could, have 

$i 430; pull out their own. cyes to have done 
of 2% 8 > 82<d | "#6 


Luke 8. 
I 3o 


va 


I Be contented to be convinced of the evil of your 
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So Herod heard Fohs Baptift gladly till he told him 
- him of Herodias, Thus are many fo pleaſed with 
their fins, that they are angry wich thoſe that ſhw 
them they are ſins, as that diſtrated man I .haye read 
of, Who imagined himſelf a King, in which diſtem- 
per'd conceit he ſo pleaſed himſelf, That when he 
was cured, he was difpleaſed with the Phyſician who 
reſtored him to his right mind z So is it with Hypo- 
crites, whoare ſo pleaſed in the ignorance or miſtake 
of ſome profitable practicals, that they are offended 

b, a diſcovery of the truth ſhall un- 


with ſuch, who by 
deceive them. ' 


Be perſwaded to accept of Reconciliation offcr'd, 
and that upon Gods own terms, He ſends his Em- 
baſſadors on this errand to entreat you, 
you to be reconciled, Have good thoughts then of 
God and Feſus Chriſt, for know what was flattering- 
ly ſpoken of Julixs Ceſar, Nihil obliviſci ſolet nifi 
2njurias, that he forgot nothing but injurizs, is moſt 
true of God and Jeſus Chriſt, who forget nothing 
but the fins of penitent ſupplicants, 

Having thus diſpatched the Improvement of this 
truth and occaſion, as they reſpe& this City and 
Congregation, unto whom our Reverend friend was 
a faithful Paſtor; I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak thoſe 
things which our dead Brother ſpeaks to us, the ſur- 
viving diſpenſers of Goſpel myſteries , bricfly thus... 

Walk aniwerably to the immortality of our im- 
ployment. Having ot hearts and affeQions ſetled 
upon things of eternity, This Do@rine hath taught 
- usthatthe Miniſters imployment is about things that  ,- 
never dy. O How unſuitable a thing it is to have Hea-, \p 
ven in our mouths, andr 


(29) 


E 3 


wy 


he world in our hearts * Let 


4 


and beſeech 2 <4. 


I9,20, 


 Siwis me 
fire, do- 
lendum ei 
primum ipli 
tubs © 


'Luke 4. 
23, 


A 
'Y 


f 


F 


(30) 


48s not live below the ward we Preach. 


God teackerh hy precept and example, {6 ſhould 
Preachers, If you would have another grieve for fin, 
you muſt firſt grieve your ſelves, and pragiſe that 
you preſs orhers too; Its a good rule of an atlent, 
Cavendim eft ne admirande virtutis 'mali fanrut pu- 

res. Look to this, let our hives expreſs -our Prea- 
ching, leſt we hear that, Phyſician-enre thy (elf. 

_ TJrsawitty obſervation T have read, and I wiſh it 
were notas true as witty, Some-Preachers are ſuch 
im the Pulpit, that when they are there, its pitty they 
ſhould ever come'tforth, and when they are oi” of the 
Pulpit, its pirty'they ſhould ever come in, 


—— Padet hec opprobria nobis 

Et dici potuiſſe, & now poiniſſe refell. 
'Ther's truth in this fad Rory. O what ſhame 
That ſuch reproach and unrefuted blame 
Should ſtain the glory of (6 good a name? 


| Letus labour then (Reverend Fathers; and Bro+ 
thren) to manifeſt our —_—_ of eternity by! bur 
ations as well as expreſſions, eſpecially by our :ſir+ 
ting, tooſe from, and undervaluing of earthly-rhings, 
Let'ns fook to this, Ne ſprgant indodts & Yapiant cue 
lim, & nos cum noftris literis detrudinsar im Banus 
thrum, Lct not thoſe who comparatively are- mean 
in. knowledge compaſs Heaven, and we our yes 
with a|t our learning prove Miſt aways 1 
_ 'Oletv$ now jovi his 'leſfon'front this: our: Res 
verend deceaſed Fellow-Labourer; Of whom Þ do 
boldly affirm upon thy own knowledyo, thar he-was 
Exceeding free'from: thats whieh- is a/ ſordid: _—— £ 


© - = 


C3r) 
all Chriſtians, /but a- moſt: indelible blemiſh in'the 
Lords diſpenſers, carthly-mindednels,. For of him 
E may ſay, and fay truly, what was ſpoke. of Zuther, 


Non curabat Aurum,. He uſed, but. not loyed rhe. 


warld. NOTES | 

| 1know we are; all of us excceding witty! to find. 
QUT argunentsto-juſt;fic that coutle we h vet mune 
into, anda (ad thing it is that covetoutnets. which is. 


LOVE 


"4 
- 
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'Tdolatry, ſhould- be accounted provident” cave. and! co. 3.5. 


good Husbandry.. _ 41 ES: 
- We are ready to ſay, as Miniſters;we Preach eter- 
nals, but as men we-look to temporals.  T grant» this, 


and- therefore adde,. Fhat us not'the having. but. - 


the loving,and the 1nordinate ſeeking after the world, 
that God condemns; Let us-not then deceive our 


felyes, for if-God condemn the man for his- carthly. 


mindedaels, what will become of. the Minifter. with- 
all his fpirituals f 


:;Suitableto this is rhar ſtory: of an Arch-Biſhop: of- 


EWen, who: marching. with his followers in a war-- 
like and ſtately. equpage, was: met by. aCountry- 
man; The Countryman ſmiled, and' being asked the: 
cauſe of that incivility, anſwered, That he could not 
chooſe but ſmile, and did greatly wonder, that the 
Apoſtles who were themſelves: ſo mean and: poor, 
ſhould have ſuch rich; Rarely and magnificent fuc- 
. .ceflors. The! Arch Biſhop replyed,” that. he was a: 
Dukeas-well as an Arch-B:thap; and as a Duke was 
now. ſo attended on with that warlike Company. 


' The Country-man: xeplyed,.that he. deſired him: to- 


_ reſolve this.queſtion, When my Lord: the Duke for 


_his-pride ſhall be caft into Hell, what-then will be-, 


. @me of my Lord the Arch: Biſhop * 


q 
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And: . 


(33) 
And indeed Brethren we haye need to be warned, 
becauſe the worlds profits and honours are the moſt 
powerful temptations, and therefore Satan made 1t 
his laſt aſſault againſt Chriſt, by ſhewing him {whom 
/ he hoped to have found like another man) the King- 
7” doms of the world, and the glory thereof, Though 

/ © Satan herein loſt his labour, yet he prevails thereby 

Jude 11, TOO much with many, who with Balaar run greedi- 
; ly after the ways of iniquity, and as Fadas, even (ell 
2 Tim,4- their maſters for pieces of filver, and with Demas, 
mY forſake the Goſpel to embrace the preſent world. O 
the glory of the world !How alluring*che deceivable- 
1 Tim-6. 'neſs of Riches ! How prevailing © this makes men 
+ kneel down to the devil without a Cuſhion, and 
1b; fasib; think, That gain is godlineſs, The Labourer is wor- 
puirime * thy of his Hire, and he that doth Gods work and truſts 
Luke 10.7, him for it, ſhall not want his wages. God is a good 
Pſal.35- Maſter, who delights in the proſperity of his ſervants. 
$1/vies, An antient ſaid of ſome (O that it might not be tru- 
. ly ſaid of ſome of us that are here preſent) Uti volunt 
Deo,ut fruantur mundo, T hey uſe God, that they may 
enjoy the world. And I have read of a Fryer, that 
he would alwaies in a counter-feit humility dine upon 

a Net, till he had gaind the Popedome. 

Let not then 1 beſcech you Brethren, our own 
pxeferment, credit, maintenance, or any outward ad- 
vantage, be our propoſed aim in our Miniſterial em- 
ployment. Let it not be ſaid of any of us, La- 

nam non agnos, Lac non vaccam , FVineam proprer 

vinum, my ob predam petunt. I will not, Ineed 
. not Engliſh it, they who know no Latine arc too apt 
- to ſpeak-it /and O that it might be without cauſe.) 


'  LVORE 
: _ 


(33) 

For ſhould we ſo do, we ſhould fetch our fire from 
our own Kitchins,, which ſhould be lighted at Gods 
SanRuary, and thereby turn that, which otherwiſe 
would be lawful gain, into filthy lucre, No, know 
there 'is a more Excellent gain, eyen ſouls. This Pant 
ſought, witneſs that expreſſion, T ſeek not yours,but yous, 
and therefore Preachers thouid ſay as the King of 
Sodom did to Abraham, 


Da mihi animas, Cetera tolletibi;_ 

Give me the ſouls, take thouthe reſt. n 
Let us look up to our Lord and Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Embaſſadors, Servants, Meflengers we 
retend we arc ; and fince we bear his name, and do 
bis work, irs fit we ſhould defire ro haye his mind 5 
he ſought not his own, bur our advantage, as Mer- 
curie in Plautus being transformed into Soſia. i 


Ertenim vero quoniam formam cepi hajus in me , & 
ftatum, | EY 
Decet & fatta mor eſque hujus habereme ſomiles items 
Walk we as Chrift walked. Tread in his ſteps. 
1 Fohz 2.6, 
 Letus not do Gods will in our imployment for 
meat and drink ; Bur let it be our meat and drink to 
do Gods will. O then Reverend Fathers and Bre- 
thren, ler the immortality of our imployment cauſe 
us towalk an{yerable to eternity, The woman that + 
was Clothed with the Sun, had the Moon under her 
feet, and they who are Gods Agents to trade for Hea- 
ven, ſhould icorn the :Devils tactory for the carth. 
For if in our hearts and practices we ſerve the 
world, and yet with our tongucs Preach the mo 
ons - age _ Conn We 


(34) 
We may peradventure as Noah; Carpenters help to 
build the Ark, and yet be drowned our ſelves. 
I now come to the general improvement of this 
truth, to all of us here preſent, | 
Firſt, (ce the Excellency of the Miniſterial im- 
ployment. Irs converſant about Eternal things. All. 
other imployments are in and about finite and tem- 
poral affiirs. The work of o—_— Phyſicians, all 
Y other profcſſhons,is bounded within the limits of rime; 


Only the Miniſters work runs parallel with the lon- 
veſt line of eternity ; The word of Chriſt Preached- 
by them being nor a finite meſſage, but an everlaſting 
Rey.r4.6. Goſpel, This conſideration I would commend unto 
you, that you that arc Hearers may be able to judge, 
and we that are Preachers may be able to bear thoſe 
unworthy reproaches, the poyſoned Arrows of en- s 
James 3.6. yenomed tongues ſet on fire by Hell, that at this da 7 
are darced againſt the pretious ſervants of God, the 
faithfull diſpenſers of his word. 
What though prophane Epicures, ſcoffing 7ſ- 
maels, mocking M*chols, furious, frantick, fiery Opi- 
"ITN 2 nioniſts, like Sampſons Foxes, though looking con- 
| 'trary ways, yet linked together by the tayls with fire- 
brands, all joyn together ro caſt reproach and dirt in 
the face of Gods ſervants 2 Yet know, that the cxce]l- 
lency of our imployment, the eternity of our work, . 
may ſupport our ſpirits againſt all thoſe diſgraces, | 
thar the unreſtrained wickedneſs, or wittineſs of men {| 


unjuſtly lay upon us. | 
Now as to theſe reproaches I tha!l treſpaſs yet fur- $ 
ther upon your patience while 1 ſhall mind you of 


1, Some oblcryations concerning them. 
2, Rules to dire us in our carriage under them. 
I. Oblervations. _ 1, Its 


- 


.(t. Tts no new thing. So perſecuted they the Pro- Matig.r2; 

| phets that were before, If the Jews call Chriſt Marzo. 

Beelzebub, who came to deſtroy Satan; ſhall we *5- 

now wonder if any call thoſe Miniſters: Antichri- 

: tian, that have and alwaies do oppoſe Anti- 

| Chriſt ? [f the Galatians who would ar firſt have Gal.4.rs, 

pluckt out their eyes, yet afrerwards eſteem Paul 16: 

their enemy; ſhall we now admire that ſome,who 

1 have been formerly forward fayourers of faith- 

ful Preachers, are now become profels'd revi- 

1 lers? Whence comes this alteration « Not be- 

| cauſe Paul was changed ; No, he'ſpake ſtill the Gal.z.r. 
ſame truth: But becauſe the Galatians, bewitched 

by falſe teachers, were failen from that truth 

they formerly pretended a love unto. 
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| 2 Itsno ſad thing as to thoſe who are reproched, 
y | but rather a cauſe of joy; Rejoyce and be ex- WE 
Ss ceeding glad, 1arth our Saviour, for great is your *' * 
6 r:wara, For certainly 1t is not any perſonal quar- 
b | rel that men have with Miniſters, that 1s the 
p '| cauſethey diſlike and vilifie them ; No, bur its 
4 I becauſethey Preach the truth, and therefore its 


the truth of God they hate,. more than it is the 
| MiniſterthatPreached it. For, Propter quod #num- 

quodzne eſt tale, illud eſt mazis tale, What cau- 
| festhe hatred is moſt hated, 
7 Chriſt ſaith, Woe be ro him of whom every one 
f Li, ſpeaks well; and we may adde, Woe beto him of Luke 6.26 
p 4 \ whomevery one ſpeaks ill; bur to be ſpoken e-,...... 
7 | vilofby thoſe, who are themſelves evil,is no diſ- z malu eſe 
: grace. | | | : Lundart. 
I 13. Its no hurtful or dangerous thing, and ſo not 

muchto be reg.rded, buttobe'pais'd by with a 

| filentnegieR. Bia: : - The 


The nave 
of i'riclt 
prop: rly 
belongs io 
Chiiit, 
who {acri- 
filed, and 
1$ as an 
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(36) 
' The generons moe neelets contemptible bar- 
kings. © 
* They hurt the mſetwes moſt, by that which 
they think to diſgrace 0:hers by, The ſtones they 
throw fall down upn tiieir own heads. And 
how think you will [cfus Chriſt look upon them 
at the laſt 41y, who to diſgrace his ſervants, a- 
buſe his own Tile, ' and by way -of ſcorn call 
Miniſters by that name, by which Chriſt is moiſt 
comfortably to be known, viz, By the name of 
Prieſts ? 
Its not alwaies a ſign that that is 
evil] which is ſpoken againſt, For we read what 


Nom {aid of the Chriſtian Religion, that * zhis [ec# 
/ 


s every where ſpoken againſt: No, but its a ma- 
nifeſt ſign of cvill in thoſe rhat ſo do, and we 
may eaſily fee the rancour and bitterneis of mens 
minds, by. the utterance of their rongues. A 
pimpled face diſcovers a diſtemper'd Liver, A 
ſtinking breath, corrupted lungs ; A railing 
tongue Rakek manifeſt a wicked ,rotien, envious; 
naughty heart ; thcrefore St. 7 ames g1ves this 
characterof an hypocritical pfofcilor, That he 
-:bridleth.not{htstongue, though he ſcem to be 
, religious, but therein deceives his hearr, and 
therein is his Religion vain ; whence it is evident, 
ThatRayling and Religion c CO not,cannor, dwell 
together, Where then 1s their Religion that make 
it icirbuſineſs tO_rail at, and revile the: Lords 
Mcfſepgers'? 

2, Having thus ANDRE you with theſe obſer- 


vations, Liball endeavour to make them uletul co all, 
bur ef) pecially to-us Miniſters; by POnY the pr a- 


ice of of theſe two Rules, 


I, Tadea- 


. 


a> = 
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#1. Indeavour to prevent all occaſion from thoſe 


that wait for it, that they may not have their 
mouths opened againſt us juſtly. There are a 
generation of men in this Nation, inthis City, 

in this place (happily) that look for Miniſters 
haltings. Let us then walk more circumſpetly, 

and take care that we gite 0 offence, either to , 6; 1, 
the Few or Gentile , or to the Church of God, 32. 
to.choſe that own us or diſoyn us. As Paul did, 385 **+ 
ſolet us exerciſe our ſelyes to keep alwaies a Con- © © | 
ſcience void of offence, both towards God and to- 

wards men, and then, Non offendunt obloquenti- 


':yum werba, auem propria non inquinaverit con- 
; ſcientia, Reproches of revilers will never harm, 


where mens own coniciences are not defiled. 
As much as its poſſible, Let us live peaceably 
with all men. Bur know, that Peace muſt not be 
bought with the loſs of.'Cruth. Tf men are our e- 
nemes for truths ſake, Yaleant, Let rhem' be ſo. 
That mans friencthip is not worth rhe keeping, 
where the proſticuting of Tru. muſt be the prices 
of it. , 
Anſwer not reviling with reviling, railing with 


railing. The Spirit of man Juſts to revenge. james 4. x. 


Bur let not us doo tnem as they have done to us. 

Bur let us bleſs where ti:ey curſe, and herein | 
ſhew our ſelves Chriſts Diicipies, Miniſters muſt Mit. 5.4 46 
expect when they Preaci wellto hear ill,*and 

when they bring the Goſpel of falyation, to be 
accounted the filin and oft icouring of the world. 1 Cor. 4. 
Hut whatever undcicryed reproachings men caſt *3: 
upon us, Let us take themupas our Crown, and 

with Paul rejoyce igour very ſuffrings, in that we © 124 
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(28) | 
' "fl up that which i behind of the afflitions of 
| Chriſt. for his boates ſake, which is the Church, 
; And to eaſc our ſelves, Let us notas the men 
| | of the world do, vent our paffions to men, but BY 4 
{ ourcale to God, and (pread ſuch revilings before 
16,37.14. the Lord, as Hezechiah did the railing Letter of 
( 


\ 
d S_ 
wa 
, F 


Senacherib, with this prayer, which our Saviour 
taught us, Father forgive themthey know not what 
they do. 


3 - ThelaſtuſcT ſhall make of this truth, That though 
Preachers dye, yer Sermons live, is to perſwade you, 
'while you have time, and while you are call'd by the 
word, to let your hearts anſwer that call,that you may 


.be taken hold on by Gods word for good. Labour = 


E - :for an intereſt in God by Chriſt, the enjoyment of 
[John 17. : Whom will be your chiefeſt good. This is life eternal 
3 to know thee the only true God, and whom thou haſt ſeut 


.Feſus Chriſt. God is the only ſummum bonam, chicf 
. good, He is optiz»um, the beſt, and ſo can ſuit, he 1s 
. maximum bonum, the greateſt, and can ſatisfy our 
deſires. 
/ Beprevailedwithall to ſtudy Jeſus Chriſt more, 
and in him your own immortaliy, and labour after a 
:cleerer knowledge of eternal Excellencies. For cer- _ 
. tainly had w- Heaven more in our eyes, we ſhould _ | - 
have it more in'our hearts. I have read thar the diſ- 
| courſe of a Philoſopher concerning the contempr of 
life, prevailed with the Mileftan Virgins to deſtroy 
themſclyes, and of Cleombrotus, who reading Flato 
of immortality, threw himſelf headlong that he might 
enjoy it. And ſhall diſcourſes of Heaven and im- 
_ mortality work nothing upon us * O that we could 
: {cc 


es. " 
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(39) | rj 
ſceHeave n as it is, then ſhould we be willing to leave” A 
Earth, When Paul had been rapt up into Heaven, , & m 


and had _ m of the Wa emaecn joys and de- 
lights chereof, then was he willing to depart, and 5. - 
w. be with Chriſt, which was beſt of all. F Nh —_—_— 
Though Paul while here,-was with Chriſt, and. I 
Chriſt was with him, berween whom. there was a 2x3 
ſpiritual union and Communion; Yet: in compari- & 5-0 
ſon of what he expected in Heaven, he reckons him- | 
ſelf while in the body, abſent from the Lord, Here 2 Cor.5+; ** 
we enjoy-as it were the Crums of grace ;: Heaven is © | | 
a full Table, Whereat thovgh all ſhall not fare a- 5: 
like, yet every one ſhall have his full portion. As Exod. 6:.. 
the gatherers of Manna, who had not all equal, yer 1% 
had all ſufficient, - EEen 
Our underſtanding here in compariſon of what it 
will be, is no more than the eye of a Batto an Eagle, 
the creeping of a Snay|to the flying of a Swallow, 
And ſo are our poſlefſions and enjoyments. Here we 
have mixt, and at beſt ſhort and fading pleaſures, 
But when we awake at the reſurrection we ſhall be fa- Pl17-15, 
tified with Gods Imaze, with whom ts fulneſs of 10), pL.16.11; 
and at whoſe rizht hand there are pleaſures for ever- | 
more. 
The knowledge of this may leſion our grief for 
friends, who are-by death pariced from us, Such friends. 
as dye inthe Lord, they are no loſers; They go to Rev 14.13 
a bieſſed, toa betterplace ; from the Vally of 2choy Joh 7.25, 
"and Bochim, from trouble and weeping, to fulneſs of __ 2. 
joy, where all tears are wiped away, where is no Reva1.4-" 
more death, or ſorrow, or crying, or pain, To-this . 
place of joy, this our -Reyerena Friend is gone be- 
fore, who bath left us behind inthe Camp, the place 
| of. 
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of travail, and hath aſcended the Copitol, the place 
of Triumph, He hath not loſt, but gained by his re- 
moval. 

Its obſerved, that by Gods appointment, when a 
Captive 1/raclite was Manumifſed, the Maſter might 
not ſend him away empty, but was to furniſh him 
with a ſupply of neceflaries, and that liberally ; thus 
doth God with the fouls of his elect, when he frees 
them from the captivity of ſin, by grace intheir con- 


- Emich.xs; Verſion, he adorns them 3 So when he delivers them 


out of the Priſons of their bodies by death, He makes 
their Spirirs fully perfet, And therefore our grief 
for this our friend may be the leis. Yet when we 
confider his Orphan family, we muſt needs grieve 
his death as their great loſs, for whom yet, in out- 
ward things, his provident care hath not been wan- 
ting, He having left cach ofthem ſo much, that they 
will not be beholden totherr enemies, and yet fo lit- 
tle, that for their education and breeding up, they will 
need the reſpec and kindneſs of their friends, Burt 
this hath he lefr his children, better than all outward : 
portions, the bleſſing of God, and his ingagement to 


 betheir Father. 


For tnough grace be perſonal, and corruption be 
Natural, Parents communicate their Natures, God 
His grace ; Circumciled Parents, beget uncircumci- 
ſed Children, and winnowed Corn brings forth 
Chaff; though when Poete naſcuntur non fiant, - Po- 
ets are bova io, not made, Chriftiani fiunt non naſ- 
cuntur, Chriſtians are made and not barn; Yer a 
great mercy 1t 1s to be the 1f]ue of a believing P3- 
rent, | Re 

Many prayers made for them, Many promiſes 
oP made 


%. - 
made tothem that though Father and Mother for- 
fake them, yer God will not leave ſuch. friendleſs; 


but will take them up, Yea God is the God of the ſer Ad: 4.39. 


of believers, as well as of themfelves. To end all. This 
our deceaſed Brother was a wile dealer ; whereas 
moſt men deal with the world, and Satan, for :plea- 
ſures, whoſe end proves painful, and profits, that\have 
no true advantage, Yet he was by God made wiſe 
totrade with and for God. He hath bought the truth 
and not ſold it; He hath broke Chriſts bread, and* 
it hath multiplyed in his hands; He hath caſt our his 
Net, and it hath proſpered, and ſouls by him have 
been turned to righteouſneis, and therein hath tra- 
ded for himſelf, and gained Full and laſting pleaſures, 
durable and rea} profits, even Heaven it felf, where 
he now enjoys the reward of Gods promiſe, and 


ſhines as a Star in the Firmament; and truly (I ſpeak Dan.12.25 


it without flattery or vanity )far the general courſe of 
his life, for the profitableneſs and ſucceſs of his Prea- 
ching, for the Comfort, Peace, and manifeitation of 
Gods love and ſupport, which he had in-his fick.Bed, 
and to his end,,cvcryonc of us may lay and pray |; 


Sic mihi contingat vivere, ſicque mort. 

O that our lives and ends might be ſuch, 

I ſhall cloſe this diſcourſe with this Obſeryation, 
A Gentleman took order before his death, that this 
Epitaph ſhoyld be engraven on his Tomb, Here lyes 
the Friend of Sir Philip Sydney. If now ic were e- # 
ſtcemed ſo greatan honour, to be, and be reputed the / | 


friend of an carthly man, How much greater Ho- 
G nour 


' (42) 

aur have all believers, (This our deceaſed friend in 
particular) to be called, as Abraham was, the Friend - 
of God ? ſo that on the Tomb of this our Reverend 
Brother, whoſe Funeral we have now ſolemnized, 
may be truly Ingraven, Here lyeth the dutiful Servant, 
- ſotife Minifter , the choice friend of Feſus 
Corift. 


| vob: Deo Gloria, 


CY 
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| AN Te” 
EXHORTATION 
_ __ IMMEDIATLY FOLLOWING 


SERMON 


THAT 
Was Preached at the Funeral of Mr: 


SAMUEL 0 LIVER, 


| — Paſtor at Wx LL s. 


Written (upon requeſt) with ſome little alteras 


tion of, and additions, here and there,unto, what was at 
firſt haſtily delivered. 


Whercin the thing intended is, in ſum, this, to lay cloſe 

' to our hearts this truth, That afflition, and in ſpecial, the 
loſs of Friends ( more eſpecially of Miniſters) is not to be un- 
dergone ſtoutly without ſenſe ; nor to be born frowardly withs 
out "patience ; nor to be paſs'd over lightly without profit. 


-” 


At. "R—_ "RN 
— mad —_— —— A. 


CI 


James. 5. 
Fe have heard f the patience of "Job, and have ſeen the 
end of the Loyd. 
L O N D ON, 
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An Exhortation following the Ser- 


= mon that was Preached at the Funeral of Mr. 


. Samuel Oliver Paſtor at Wels, that, in a great Con- 


gregation bochof Miniflers and people then met together, 
there mighe be a more profitable uſe made of the preſent occaſion. 


> Hough you have been ſomewhar extraordinarily dereined 
already, out of a willingneſs to fer on good inſt.uftion, 
upon fo moving an occaſion, yer ſuffer me to be a Suter 
unto you (Honoured, Reverend, and Beloved) for the re- 
9e newing of your patience, while I adde a little more ro what 
*harh been alread#ſpoken, concerning our deceaſed Bro- 

ther, who was for you of this place, a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt (a); And [x] Col,1, 
thkr the rather, becauſe ir is very ſuirable, that he that was ſo abundant 7. ' 
an Inftru&or, ſhould have his Funeral ſolemnized with more abundanc 
inſtruQion ; which though now ir may ſeem very tedious, yer you may 

be pleaſed ro remember, that when a dear Friend is to take a. long Jour- 
ney, all his Friends (thinking, that perhaps they ſhall never ſee him more) 


are willing to allot a longer time ro rake rheir leave of him; Our dear [4] EceT: 


riend is gone a long journey, to his long home (b), Letus crave pardon | - ” 
thcrefore, if we be longer in parting with him,and imparting to you what *** 
we defire ſhould be profitable upon 1o obſervable a providence, ] | 

Bur ro comerothart which I intend to ſay, (wherein 1 humbly deſire, 

ani defire to' bay? deſired, that divine aſſiſtance where:f there is ſo great 
' need and uſe) that I may therein preſcribe unto my ſelf fome bounds, TI 

ſhall entrear you to read with me | 

FJob1.20,21, 22, 

Then Job aroſe, and rent h1s mantle, aud ſhaved bis head, and fell down upon 
the ground, aud worſhipped: | 

And ſaid, Ncked came l out of my mothers womb, and naked ſha'l I return 
thither 2008 Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away, bleſſed be the name of 
the Lora, þ 

In all this Job ſinned not, nor charged God fooli{bly. 

The E xhortation (in which I ſhall have reſpe& all along unto theſe. 


words) I branch our into three Rulcs, i, 
The firſt Rule. [4] Ecel : 
Seriouſly take ts heart {T exhorr you) every (pecial band of God. | , __—_ : 
This the Scripture requires (a), and complains 'much 'of the contra: - ]. : 


ry(b). And this is {inthe firſt place) preſenied unto us in Febes exam- "_ 8-42, © 


ple, who aroſe, as being flirr'd and mic1 moy'd by many moſt ſad Meſſe 5.7 - . 
G 3 | ——_— 


"tt 


> (46). 


(c) 2 Sam. Cages, and by the laft {that broughthim news of the loſs of his children) 
13-18,19, moſt, and rent ha mantle, or robe, as mourn ng Thamer dd hers (c), and 


© 
/ 


(4d) Jer.7, Haved bis head, that being another cuſtum that mourners uſed.in thoſs 


39, Countries G , and fell down upon the grownd, wiiich is another fign of a 
] gricyed mind, eaking greatly to heart Gods hand. 2 S2m.c2.16,17, 

Nor is Fob to be blamed for making ſo much adce ; tor it is ſaid afrex 
this, 1s all ths Job fined not. v. 22. Ic isnot a-Sin, but a thing ſuitable 
ro Gods ſeryanrts, and their Rules, to be affected with affliQion, thar 
thereby all men may ſce rhey do nor de/pile 31. Prov.z.it. | 

(le) Eccl, 1n ſpecial, we are to take co heart Gods hand in dying perſons, and te 
9.223, bemov'dwith ſorrow in houſes of mourning, where the (e) heart, by be- 
ing made ſadder, is made better ; More e/pecially, the death of righteous 
rſons, and men merciful (as cheir Father which is in Heaven is merei- 
Cs) Ifa 57 ful) is co lie:xcloſe upon our Spirits ; God lays ir to mens charge, thar 
© '?7* they lay northis to their heare (4), and thar upon a ſpec al reaſon, re 
=: wir, becauſe the righteous ave taken away from the evil to comp, (as people 
-carcb up their children, when there is an eminent and imminent .danger,) 
now they be very inconſiderate, who make nothing of that perfonal mor- 
caliry, which is a preſage of publike miſery: 4 
Bur moſt eſpecially, the death of publike perſons, and (te ſpeak co the 
preſent purpoſe) of fairhtul Miniſters, is. co: be lamented, and laid te 


Carl. 
And that for theſe Reaſons, 
h 1. 1s regard of themſelves, To ſhew our duc-eſtimarion of them, (accor- 
Cb) Phil ding to the Rule (b), end that we looked-upon them as p-rſons, in whom 
| * weenjoycd a kind of blefſedneſs when we hadthem (c) ; Now, How can, 


I Theſ's we ſay, they arc eſteemed, who depart without being defired, as that wie-!.- 
| "3" ked King Fehoramdid (d), or that they depart as perſons defired, who * - 


3. depart without being lamented ? See Jorn 11.35,36, 2 Ch10n,35.25, 
_ Gal.4. .J In regard of my Church, The ſame Church compaſſion, which prays 
{4)»Chro that labourers may be ſcat our ſe), mwurns when chey be call'd in, never 
21.20, £0 labour more. bs 
(e) Mat. 3. Out of love to the Land, and the preſeruaiion of the State. It may ſcern 
6.379, © ſome an unplcaſing Paradox, to ſay that the Church is the Guard of 
9.36,37- the Common-wealth ; yer was it not without juft cauſe, hat the ſ-prems 
" power ſometime ſaid to a Propher, O my Father, my Father, the charet of 
[/jz Kings Ifracl, and the horſemen thereof (/); can any love rhe Stare, and nor be 


> « @gelical Army, or the Army of the Angels of the Churches, at the head 
” & ofwhichGodis (g), ſhould bz, (eſpecially more .emainently, or more 
7A immarurely) diminiſhed ? their Arms ( Beloyed) (think ir not fendneſs 
as.10,  Toſpeak as the Scripture ſpeaks) as they arc mighty through God ,, ſo 
[4] Hoſ... they are mighty with God (a), ſo mighty, that we may fay (in a ſober 

. ſenſe, and with humble hearts) char God canner do what (according to 
+3 his revealed will) he wculd do, becauſe they will not ket kym alone to do 
#2097 it; Exed.32.200 


4. Orr of Lowe is God himſelf. For what are Miniſters appointed for, 
bue 


heartily ſorry that the #4111134 of the State, the Sara Militia, the An. 
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but to bear ep the Nance of God before the Sons of men ? And, fhould ic not &a&s 9.15, 


much grieve us to {ce any of them lye in the duſt, whe are the:appoin- 
red inftruments to keep the name of God from lying in rhe duſt > [ 
Hence it is that we thus mou'n. Indeed Pricſts (and ſometime  Pro- 
phets) are forbidden to mourn, (upon ſpecial accounts) in the old Te- 
Rament; bur in the new Teſtamenc we fand Paul profeſiing ſorrow upon | 
forrow, if Epaphroditrs, (that faithful, and life negleing labourer for _  __ 
the work of Chrift) had nut been recovered fro. h:s ficknels (c). [6] Phil, 
'O that we cculd lay cloſe ro uur hearts, the want of laying cloſe to our 2.37230- , 
hearts the ſad-preſaging death of Gods feryants ! what's become of the 
ſweet Spirit of thoſe Primitive Chriſtians, who ſorrowed moſt of all, (were 
extremely ſorry for this) chart Paul had ſaid they ſhould See his face no more > 
Aﬀs 20.39, And we are ſure, that when once a Minifter .of Chrift is 
returned to his duſt, we ſhall ſee his face no more among the inhabirancs 
| of the world ; either ehercfore thoſe- melting Chriſtians were much mi- 
Saken when their for; ow was ſo great, or elſe we may bluſh, while ours 
1s ſo lirtle. EE ay | . 
; To conclude this fiſt Rule, whereſoever there is any houſe of mour- 
ning, we ſhall.do well to remember, that an adyantage is put inte our . 
hands, for the bertering of.our hearrs,[+JAs (therefore) Phyticians and A» (4) Eccl. 
natomiſts, adde to their art, by difleQions, and prying into all the parts 7-3+ 
of dead perſons ; ſo let us abour to be gainers, to adde to our Spirimal 
Kock, and the are of living and dying well, by raking to heart, diftinal 
dering upon, and even anatomifing, divine providences in the dea 
of any, biit of thoſe that be fairhful and fear God above many, much. 
more, Nehbem.7.2« p 
The ſecond Rule, . 
Have reverent thoughts of every more heavy band of God. | 
For we may nor be ſo taken up with our mourning for men , as te- 
forget our worſhipping of God. This alſo Fob doth here preach. unto us 
by his praice, who did not as they who curſe their King and their God, 
and look upward (in that mood} (a), but fell down upon the ground, and 
ſo felldown as. that he alſo worſhipped, | | 7; Iſa. 
Which worſhipping contains two things in ir. . Ts, 
I. Aſibmiſſiog toGod ; ſuch as was in Aaron, when he held his peace, 
even when his two Sons were ſlain both at once (b,). worſhipping and wor- [6] Levit. 
ding, reverence and impatience are two oppoſitethings, - The third Cap: 10.3 
rain that fell down upon his knees before Elifas, ſhewed by thar geſture ; 


that he meant not co fight (c), but ſubmitted,that he might have quarter, bal Kinks 


2. A celebration of him 3 with his worſhipping there is a ſaying v. 21, the 
cloſe whereof is, Bleſſed be the name of the Lord. O, How the Devils ex» 
peQarion was croſs'd in thus blefling of God by an undone Fob | Thar 
Accuſer and Lyar pronounced confidently, that if God did touch him 
in all he had, he would curſe him ro his face (d), but his holineſs our-laſts [4] Job 


1.13. 


his Hedge, and his reverence of Gad ſurvives the ruins of. his State and 19.11, - | 


Family ; When Saran took away all that ob had, his meaning was nor 
ro make him (a Begg that was to him as ir was ro Hamay to lay hands 
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(48) os 


. Heſter 3-6. on'Mordecaj alone (e), the thing he aimed at was to make him a Blaſ- 


| bemer, to curſe God ; but he deceived the Devil, and when all's pane, 
[4] Num. Behols he blefſerh him alrogerher /a. ) 


24,T3, Which commends unto us this inſtruQion, in our greateſt affli&ion, 
; ro wit, notonly to carry our ſelves therein as Gods Subjefts, and crea- 
rures, and not ſpeak againſt him, bur as Gods Advocates, and plead for- a 
[6]Ne- him. (b) _ 
hem.g. Q. zut, How may that be done 2 | | 
33s 4. Bytaking fobes courſe in th's place, that is, by gathering up Ar- 


guments, wherewithall todo ir. 

; Here are two. 
I. His native nakedneſs, or the condition of a1l men according to the 
Law of Nature, Naked came 1 out of my Mothers womb (wt our Sheep, 
or Oxen, or Camels, or Houſe, or Children) and (when 1 die) naked 
Jball T return thithey ; whither 1s thar ? Sure, Nor into his Mothers womb 
again that firſt bare him, (we account it a great weakneſs in Nicedemr 
_ to ask that queſtion; Can a man enter the ſecond time into bu Metvers womb © 
J-hn 3.4-) bur thither, thar is to the Grave. This is confirmed by the wiſe 
Pide Mer- mans exprefſion(Eccl.5.15,) 45 he came forth out of his Mothers womb naked 
cerum > fball bereturn to go as be came. As he came niked out of his Mothers woab 
Bezamin intorhe world, So ſhall he go naked out of the world into his Graye, 
loc. And (ball take nothing if his labour, which be may Carry away in hu band. 
| Unto this interpreration further trength will be added, if we confider 
Jun. & that Fobes purpoſe is not ro inſiſt on the piace whither he poes, when he 
\ Trem.in goesout of the world, bur the manner how he gors our, to wit, naked, 
doc. as he came in, For we brought nothing into this world, and it 1s certain we can 
| carry nothing out, 1 Tim. 6.7. ; | : | -: 
| : Pa It is obſerved alſo, that in th's (whithir). Fob doth as it were point 
| Magus > 4. | ith the finger. unto the earth on which he was now fallen, as the for- 

' rensterracf Ck 
Ovid. Mc- er verſe ſhes, 


.ramor, the Grave, and ſo we may thus reſolye the words 3 Noked came 1out of 
=. zhe womb of my earthly Mother, and naked ſhell 1 return into the womb of my 


- A great argument for patience, it beine a ereat comfort (as one ſays) 
amſſione in tbe loſs of all, to call to mind thoje times wheres we bad nothing of 
2a 1empo- that which we have now laft. | 
"a ad me. No man brought any thing into the world with him, when he was 
mria redu- born, and if he have never ſo much here, and ir aj] contirue with him, 
cere quibus yet he ſhall not rake it away with him when he dyes ; Then, the queſtion 
Wren othe richeſt man is, 1; hvſe (hal! thi/e things be which thou haſt provided ? 
Fe? 4945 Luke 12:20. for thine they ſhall nor be ; the proviſiin is thine, the poſs 
PC didingme ſeflion, erer mens, Our works follow 1s, Revel. T4. 13. Not cur wealth, 
vox habuifſe Our earthly eſtates bad a brg nning, and muſt h.ve an end. Suppoſe 
Greg, they be taken away from us, before we be taken away f:om them, that 
Moral in . breaks no ſquare berween God and his Children; There is moxe *lvye 

' Job, Lib. berweenthat blefied God ,and his lincere Servants, than to differ about 
Is fo !mall matters, We 


(49) On 
We ſhall do well te improve this argument, and to bethink” our {elves 
whether the ground of imparience, be nor a fancy of a kind of eterniry ih 
our earthly cyjoyments, while we are apt ro think, we were- Heirs, and 
ſo had them wi:en we came ini6 re world, and: our heiis fhall have them ; 
(and we in.our Heirs) when we gocutof the world. Herein if God croſs | "2 
u;, and take what we do fo much reckon upon from us and ours, then, 
we complait bitterly, and ſtrive rruch with God, for want of ftudying 
weil 7obes Sermon ,and raking off irom our hearts, the prief of vur na- 
kednels by providence , by the ſerious thought of our nakedneſs by nature 
both in our birth and ar our deat he ; 
2. The ſecond Argument is drawn from the propriety that Ged hath 
in uur eftares, and tire perſons allo belonging to ts, and thereupon the 
juſtice of his alminiftrarion, while he diſpoſcrh as he pleaſeth of them, 
exprifſ:d in theſe word>, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath tahn away. He, , 
| doth not ſay 3 The Lord gave, and the Devill hath raken away, or the 
Chaldeans and Sabeans have taken away. , though that were true enough, 
bur [x was not gocd enovgh for a Fob ro lay, Bit the Lord gives and 
takes, wh ch t:ue dofQtrine brings in this pood concluſion ; thcrefore, 
I have no right ro*complain now all is gone ; for , Is it vor lawful for 
| God to do what be w.ll with hu own ? Mat, 20. 15, Sweet is the ſay- 
i | i.1g of Gregory in his mo a's on this plece. Ir m:ght happily have been 
| looked upon as alamenrable thing, it GoJ had given , and the en 
ny had raken away , but when Gud takes away, every mans mouth is 
ſtop'd;for [ ſua recepit, non noſtra abſtu1ut] He bath not tak:n away 0375s, but 
tokin ag a:nbis own; we [ay (indeed) my bread,and ny water, and my fleſh (4), 
my Houſe, and my Eands, my Son, my Daughrer + bur alas, we are [4] Sath, 
but polſeflors and Stewards, God is the Lord and the owner.. Its cur 25. It, 
wiſdom aid our 1jghtec uſneſs ro ſay every one of us,” If God take away / 
mince, (any of mine, all ofmine) he rakes away his own, tor my own are / / 
his own. Blefled therefore be his Name; Magnified for ever bs his jus / / 
Ktice, his Sovera'gnty. He doth no more than | deſerve, if I contider My = 
own Sin; He doth no more than he may juttly do, it I lovk to his S6- / 
veraignty. 
O thar in all the d-ſaſters of providence , we could take Zobes way of 
patience ; which is, nat ro ſeek our arguments ro a;gravare the affli&ion, $ 
. , but to juſtifie that God that affliQs, yo 
9. But, am 1baund to ſit down aud thank God , for that be bath tingoe - F 
me, and (trip*d meof al my comforts ? X ; 
Anſ. lts one thing to thank God for doing ſuch a thing (as if ir were 
2 benefit to have it done) Anorher, to bleſs God when it is dotie (as pro- —_ 
teſſing ir a righteous thing in him to doit;z) I am bound to bleſs God 
it he take all away, thor is, to give him therein the honotir of his juſtice : 
ad Soyeraign'y ; but I am not to give thanks for aMli&ion , that is, 
bare'y for the evil of aff{ifZion, (1 may thank my ſelf for thar (5). (yet I may [5] Fer. s. 
and ſh:uid thattk God for the love from whence it ariſeth, and for rhe 17, 
good thar God intendeth in it, and premiſeth to work by it ; yea 1 have Hoſ. x 3.9: - 
reaſon ro thank God even for ws and bicterneſs of aMi&tion alſo 


(52) 
as itis aneceſſary and effeual furtherance of thar Ipiritual good, which. 
God in his Fatherly corre&ions aimeth ar. | 
So men thank the Phyſician and pay him too, nor becauſe his Phyfick 
was bitter , but becauſe health is ſweet ; yea they think themſelyes be- 
holding to him, for putting ſo much bitterneſs into the medicine as was 
neceflary ſor a ſound and through cure of the diſcaſe. 
bh The rhird Rule. h 
Aadae not Sin to affliction, nor diſcoatent io diſaflers, Be not worſe for 
Gods hand ; ler not affli &ion draw forth thy cortuption (unleſs it be to 
expel it , as Jauncing & Tents bring out the corrupt matter of a feſtered 
Ulcer) bur ler it exerciſe and ſer a work thy grace; chiding ord:narily 
\ Nirs up choler, bur in prudent men ir calls in patience, and makes their 
Peranti- moderatign the berter known tv all mcn ; when all's hot atour them, 
periſtaſni. they are the colder. Fob Cherc) is that wiſe and well temp: red man, 
who renrs his mantle, ſhaves his head, aid ſorroweth much ; but in all this 
Job funed not. | 
F.rſt, his Oxen and Afies wete taken away, and his ſeryants ſlain by 
the Sabeans ver. 14.15, Immediatly after that , he heard that the fire 
of God fallen from Heaven,jhad burn'd up his Sheep and his feryants 
v.16. Upon that comes the news that the Caldears were fallen upon the 
Camels, and had carried them away and flain the ſervants ver. 17. And 
laſtly, that the Houſe was fallen upon his Children, while they were fea- 
ſtiog together, and that they were dead, ver. 18. 19, Netinall tha, in all 
(a) Mer- the calamirics(a),in this whole buſineſ:(6),in al his demeanour and car- 
cer- riape in tke midſt and height of this manifold affl Rion, he finned not (in 
(b) Vata- beait) or charged God ſpoliſhly (;n word) (as ſome diſtinguilh ir.) 
blus. O, How much may God do to a good man, to a man grown in good- 
Meicere{ | neſs, before he will g've him an ill word, or entertain an ill thought of 
him? Norco fin inall his cartiage after all theſe calamities, this is a 
patience thar Honours Heayen , and juſtifies Gods teſtimeny of Fob 
vcr.$. Thar makes Hell aſhamed ; for the Devil ſaid he wonld curſe God 
v-11, That makes the world wonder, and ſtill ralk of the patience of 
Fob [c], and declares to 3ll the ſclicircus ſervantsof God, what a preyai- 
[c] Jam. 5. ling thing the Grace of God iz, for the maſtering of all impetuous and 
in: - rebellious afteRions, in the moſt irritating afflitions ; I ſay ir is ſo [boxa 
6 ſua norint] if they be careful ro improve their giace, and put ite its 
utmoſt ſtrength. 
Now, that we may not adde fin, nor ſuffer our corrupt affe&ions to mu- 
(gi riny againſt God in the day of our trouble, and the anguiſh of our Soul, 
lec us confider from the preſent Text, what fin, and our hearr rifings.a- 
gainſt God in sMiRions, are, to wit, a charging of God foul:ſhly, 
Irs, a charging, and a fooliſh charging. 
Firſt, Irs a charging of God; for with him we have to do in all conditi- 
; ons, Hee's the ſupreme ; Men and Devi's work uncer him wickedly ; bur 
he works in and by them, holily and wiſely. Nor doth God barcly permir, 
bur commur ſuch and ſuch things to ſuch Inſtruments. 1 Kings 22,20,22, 
23, The matter ſtandeth not thus here, that the Deyil moves for the 
moleſting 


(53). 


moleſting of Fob, and ſo God fignsthe. Peron, 'and gives: way [at the 


Devy:ls ſure] ro the Deyils deſipn, and ther's an end of the buſineſs; bur 


. Gad, for huly ends, hath a purpoſe to afflit 7ob, and tric him to the ur- 


1ermoſt, and the Devils motions and machinations, ſucceed and ſerve 
that put poſe Fob 23.14, We oughs to ſpeak faberly of theſe things, .bur 
y<t we may ſay truly, that when Gol hath a work to do, he accommo- 


dates himliclt with, and makes uſe of, whar inſtrumeors he pleaſcth, and _ 
rakes the doing of the thing to himſelf [2 Sam. 2.12. 4 will dotbs}] though 


che fic in the acting be the inſtruments onely ; what theſe do in a fintull, 
God doth in a penal,or probatory way, as here in Zob, | 

Now, ſhall we riſe up and raze againſt God ? 2 Kings 19,27,28. 

Yer, How prone are-we, in greater troubles and piellures to ſay, 
Ncv's any ſo troubled as 1? We fret , we chaft; None abou: us can plea(e 
us ; they that arc neer us in relarion, have liccle heart ro come neer us, 
L beſcech yuu confider whar all this impatience amounts ro, Ir is in true 
judgment , A drawing up of a charge againit God ;, and , Is it tir (wee) thou!d 


charge [ Him?) Our neer friends die , wee may call them our Gourd [a] , [4] Jona 
teing a kind ofguard tous againſt the hear and violence ot worldly rrcu- 4+ 7, $, 9+ 


bles, theſe Goucds wither , and we are angry ; Our fcules are diſquieted, 
and we never ask why, Pſal. 42. 11, bui [perhaps] make as if we did well 
ro be angry to the death, for our Gourd is withered , and the Sun beats o 

cur heads. Buc, what made that Gourd to wither ? Sure, ſome worm or/ 
other ; Bur who preparcd tharwoim ? Is it noc God ? and is it not he alſo 
chat preparcs that vehement Eaſt winde , ſo that che ſun bears an our 
head, and we are ready to faint > Doth God indeed, doallthis > and wilt 


thou condenm bim that # mot juſt> ( b) Is He fit to be the obje of our an-Tb Job. 
ger - Oir hath Heaven cauſe to be angry withearth , but was eaith ever 34, 17. 


juſtly angry with heaven ? muſt we needs wound that Supreme and Al- 


mighty power , chat cannor pervert judgrmenc [c] , through. the tides of in- [c] Job 
ſtiuments and providences 2 How much better was David's reverent reſo: 34. 2. 
lut.on ; | was dumb, 1 opened not my mouth , becauſe thou Lord didſt it, Plal, 


39.9. I ſay , How much b-rrer, and how much wiſer > For, | 
S.condly,This charging of God is a fooliſh thing, therefore Fob ſaid to his 


wite cempting him to do fo, Thou ſpeakeſt like one of the fooliſh women | 4. [43 Job « 


The folly in ir is manifeſt. For , 


2..IO. 
1. The Charge is pre/amptuons; He goes very high that opens his mouth 77 X 
e] Pſal 


againſt heaven [e,. Governors [they ſay} muſt be accountable , bur ir is be- 


cauſe they be men 3 God is greater than man , and gives no account of any 73. 9. 
f] Job 


3,12,13.# 2 


of hs matters! f],, He's far above all charges , and conteftations, 


2. Irs #n-izbieous ; Its a charge that can neyer be made good , for Gol? 


will not lay upon man more than is right, that he ſhoul1 enter into Judg- 
ment wath God. 70b 34. 23. So, the folly of uncighucouſnes is added to the 
tolly of pieſumprien, 

3. Theieis aided to both , the folly of Selfe-rujne, while we wrangle 
with God out of ſelf-reſpe&s,fuch preſumprion,doubles,or trebles our affti- 
&ion ; when 1/ratr{ murmured after the deſtruR.on of Korah, there dyed 
tar that repining fouretcen thouſand and ſcyen hundred|[Numb,i6,4t qo.) 
| H a | | vel 


F 


/l 


(52) 
beſide rhem that dyed abou the marter of Ko72h, andthis men getby their 
thwarcing wich God. 

Y. Whar's to be done then in the time of trouble, to prevent the ri- 
ſings of our hearts againſt heaven ? 

A« Find them a contrary work, Inſtead of charging God fooliſhly ler 
us cherge our ſelves wiſely. 2 Sam. 22, 22, 2 Sam. 24. 10. 17. Say, am the 
occaſion,I am the cavſe,God is juſt inir,God will bring good out of it{a); 
ſay as that cruelly coverous , bur ar laſt penitent and well minded Mav- 
72:4 did , who when he was miſerably torcured himſelf, by Phocas (choſen 
Emperour in his room ) and five of his ſons ( rogether with his wife) 
were {lain before his face , bore ir with great patience , and often repca- 
[5] Func, red this laying, 7uſt arr thou Lord, and right is thy judgement (b). | 
Comment Bur tho we thould charge onr ſelves wiſely ; Yer we may nor overcharge 
in Chro- guy ſelves unwi ly. Say nor (as ſome}. O,God loves not me; nor am I any 

nolog. 1.3. of his. I have made a profeſſion of religion , but had I hadrrue goodnes, 

; God would never have dea!r ſo ſeverely with me. Allthis is but chaffy _. 

ſtutt; a med!y made up of diſcontenrednes and dejeRednes ; Imitate 1as- 

[c] Job ther the confidence and magnanimity of this Fob , who would never be gor 

: to ler go his righteouſnes (c) and yeeld himſelf an hypocrite,notwithſtand- 

Bus Yo ing all his afflitions, and his fr:ends hot and heavy diſputes againſt him , 

from thar fair and ſpecious , bur fallacious and falſe argument, Severely af- 

flicted, therefore ſurely an Hypacrite, Bear nor falſs witneſs againſt thy felf, 
nor add affli&tion to thine afMli&ed ſoul. 

Having fpoken thus much in the generality , let me crave leave to deſ- 

| cenq a little lower, and to-defire you (with reſpe& ro the prefenc occaſion) 

to ſuffer the words of exhorration in theſe ewo patticvlars, 
Charge not God fooliſhly ; when provi- F H# ordinances , or 
dences be ftrangely ſad cither in —— > Hs ſtivants. . 

x, Firſt, ſpeak nor wild words, nor inrertain unworthy thoughts con- 

cerning any ordinance on which the Name of God is ſer. To be plain, 
. Charge nor prayer fooliſhly , (and therein, God) though they dye by cou- 
ples that are prayed for. 

Beloved, It is not unknown ro you, that for your deceaſed Paſtor that is 
new laid in his grave, and for his religious wite (dying a very little before 
h'm) 1 ſay , For theſe two faithfull and uſefull fervants of God (in ſpeci- 
all for him), Ir is not unknown-tv you , rhar there was atime fer apart for 
more ſolema prayer ; wherein God did feeme alfo ro give in ſuch afhi- 

La]zChro. gance as new propheſy he would graat ſome deliverance (4),and ſay(ar 
T3 7: leaſt.in regaid of the one or the other) , This fieknes 3s not unto death, john 

It. 4. Butic provesotherwiſe , and we ſeem to have loſt our Friends and 
our Prayers both. No wonder it for this our hearts be fild' with ſorrow ; 

- [6] Pſa], Fur lerus rake heed (for all rhar ) what we ſay ;fay any thing rarher than 
65. 2. this, thar God is nor the God that heareth prayer (b), ſay any thing , ſay 

x nothing rather than ths, that it is rono purpoſe to pray (c), or that God 


[4]z Sam, 
I6.10,1 , 


G 


[] Mal, ſaith ro-rhe houſe of 1/rae/,. Seek yee me in vain, Iſa. 45. 19: 
3. 14, 


9, What ſhall we ſay then? 
A. x Say, that (your) lin-is great who: had the benefit of hs b_ 
5 oo | an 


6 3%. & 
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( aid made nor « good uſe of that benefir)-and char ( our } fins greze who 

prayed for his life , and irs juft that rheſe ſins ſhould hide Gods face from us 
that be will not heare (d), | hos 

2: Say, Gods wife , Re knows beft wharto do : we nuft nor contend 
with him unleſs we will take upon us alſo ro inſtru him (e); we do: bur 
| darken Gods counfels,and ſhew our own fookiſhnes , when:we goe abour 

ro meaſure his dealing and diſpenſations by our ſhallow capacities. 

3, Say , This wiſe Godis reſolved on his way ; Our prayers muſt not 
prevent his purpoſes, nor ouſt we look to bring his decrees to our deſires, 
He is in one mina , and who can turn him? and what bu foul defireth even that 
be doth; for be performeth the thing that he'hath appointed for every perſon , and 
many ſuch things are with him. * Fob 23, x3, 14. 

4. We may miſtake our Enlargmenrs, and have great reaſon {many 
rimes,) ro be humbled in the review of them 5 For thar room we find in 
our' hearts , may haply ariſe from narure and narural parts ; f:om a bertec 
temper of body art that'time; or from berrer creatures reccived , quickning 
our natutal abilities ; And, if by ſuch affiftances we be ſo rich in prayer 
that we want neither words nor matter , but yet pray too much in a way 
of human wiſdom: ( feeming in fome fort to contrive a way for God as beſt 
for him towalk in) and do not pray in the' evidence and demonftrarion of 
the Spirir, with duc reſpeQ to Geds glory,and wiſedom and will ; we can 
no mote look ro prevail (with) God chan they rhar preach after that man- 
ner can look to preyail (for) him , x Cor. 2, 4.. 

5. If wedo not miftake a Spirirfut prayer for a Spiritual prayer , but 
our hearrs be holily inlarged and powred forth before God , yer then,ano- 
ther evil is apr ro arife, and chart is,a heart leſs humble after a prayer more 
high and heavenly ; Many times we are dull and defective , and when wee 


- 


[d] Ifa, 
$9. 2. 
[e] Job 
38.2, & 
42. 2. 
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cravel in prayer, bring forth a leane deformed'child , and then, ir gricves . 


us to look upon it ; butwhen it is berter with us , rhen , how apt are we to 
kiſs the beanriful child, ro make roomuch of our performances , and the 
Babes we have brougts forth (rho nor withoutrhe grace of God in us) and 
roo litle of Jeſus Chriſt , and the grace of God rowards us ; but God will 


not give his glory ro another ( a) | xo x0t ts his own grace] but make us [a)Iſa.g8. 


_ chat though we have good things [| by J our prayers , yer not [| for ] 
TEM. 

6. And' God may grant, denying ; as our Saviour was heard in what he 
feared a | , though denyed in what he defired , The cup paſfed nor from 


[a] _ 


(bimy , yer was he heard inthar he paſſed from ( 3t ) , not only undergoing, $.7- 
but ourgrowing and overcomminyg all his fufterings ro | [b] AR.:2. 
So here, The things intended in prayer , and the arguments , Fg ; 


uſe din prayer for the life of yaur deceaſed Paſtor, were Gods glo- 
ry , the good of the Souls of this Congregation , the education of 
his great and little Family [. great, becauſe ſo many , and l:tle , be- 
cauſc fo many of them ſo young] Now, If God will glerifie his Name 


otherwiſe (as we are ſure he will Fobs 12. 28,) 1f God will provide well ' 


for the Congregation otherwiſe [as we hope he will, Numb, 27. 16, 17.] 
If God will raiſe affiftance and ſubfiftence tor rhe Children left behind in 
Fe > another. 
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[4 2King: another way (as we are perſuaded (c),, and begin to find he will) then are 

4. 1,7. | our Vabeard prayers Heard , and thar the beſt way ; our dear deceaſed 

Friends having their will in their much defired happineſs; God having 

| bis will in their preſent death; and we having our will and defire , though 
they be dead. 

Now whereas in the laſt of theſe, that is, proviſion for ſo many morher- 
leſs, and now fatherleſs ch:ldren,there ſeemed to be the leaſt hopr,yer God 
hath ſo wrought on the hearts of worthy and well afteRed perſons, thar 
belp is frecly offered already for the education and diſpoſal of the moſt of 
them , which Chriſtian love, and moſt imitable charity ( in theſe dayes 
wherein the condition of the families of many Miniſters is ſo hard and 
hazardous) puts me in mind of the ſweet words of our Saviour (wherein 1 
conceive ſuch acomfort to be comprehended ) He that leaves all for Chriſt, 

ſhall receive an buadred fold , now in this tyne , bouſes and biethren and ſiſters 
and m19thers , Mak 1o. 30. and fathers too , for that's expreſs'd v. 29, If 
the Apoſtles letr fachers , mothers , houſes , &c. they had an hundred for 
one here; tor cyery good Chriſtians huuſe was their houſe (an hundred 
houſes for one) every old diſciple was a father rothem, cyery Chriſtian 
matron”, 2 mother. Whar our Saviour thus ſpeaks of the p:riecut.on, we 
{cc verified inthe difſolution of his ſervants ; They that had but one fatter 
and mother while their parents lived, have now many when they are gone, 
and by that means , che benefit; both of maintenance and educa- 
. ti”n. 
Think well of prayer therefore while God works ſo well for thoſe thar 
are prayed for , though by wiart hand he plealech, 
.;. I thall conclude this wich that ſayoury and comfortable ſaying of Ber- 
[a] De nard (4), ; PIES I 
confi. ad Sel: eff Dems gu; nunquam fſruſtra guar: poteſt , we enum inveniri non poteſt, 
Evocn un 15 dy God (faith he) that #5 acver [ought in vain , nent then when be can- 
Ta " not be found, Lit thy experience, O Eugenius , ( for tohim. he writes) teach 
Mel.us eſt #bce th45 , or , if it do not , belicve him that hath tricd it , I do wot [ay, my jelf but 
Deum non *Þat ho'y-man of God that ſaith, The Loid u good ( he deth nor fay, ro the tuul | 
;nvenitle! <bar findes him , bur ) tothe ſoul that ſeeks him, Lament, 3. 25. X 
quam non: Sccoadly, Think w<ll,not only of every O'dinance of God, bur of eyery 
guzlivifſe "child of God y Charye not God fooliſhly in hs ſervants ( who are his Mat. "R 
| | ' 17. and in whom he is charged , Nehim, 4. 5 Pſal. 74.22.) no, though 
God ſtrike. them h:avily, and double his ſtroke; ler none open their 
rourh and [ay , Here are rwo gone , the. heads of the family, father and 
m: ther both , and that' within a week together , and that leaving ſuch a 
ch:rge behind them ; ſhew me any that you call a profanc family , Wherc- 
in God hath wade ſuch a:ſpoil ? 
Unto whom it may ſuffice to ſay , It God bring ſuch evill on families 
: that call upon his Name ; ſhall they, who ( tov libe the curſed families of 
[.? JEL. ICs Hearbens that call nor upon his Name (6)) haye no courle nor care of 
+3» | Relig:on in the:r families ; I ſay, ſbal they be unpuniſhed ? they ſhi} not be un. 
[c| Jer. & puniſhed (c),God w-ll ſurzly meet with them one way or other , one day or 
aJ. 25, other, Mcanwhile , was ic nor a me: cy that they dicd together unto whom 
it 
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X” 1s more odious than unſound and rotten hearers under ſound and right Mi- 67 


(57) | 
ir would have been ſo grievous to have lived aſunder ? yea , that inftead of 
living aſunder here , they live together in Heaven > Nor can we wondcr 
at ſuch providences, if we do bur look upon this Zob ( with whom we have 
RoW to bÞ) who (not by a fever or any ordinaty ficknes but) by an extra- 
ordinary hand of God, and ſtroke of heaven, loſt at once all the children 
he had, even ſeven ſons , and three daughters , having nothing bur a wite 
left him (a) gthar was a tewpration (b) , and afflition ro him. Fob 19. 17. [a] Job 1: 
Nor muſt ob for this be the worſe thought cf, for men are nor co þb eo 
judg'd of by their condition bur their cariage, And what Fob's cariage was [6] Job 2 
we all know ; Now,though I intend nor any comparifon with him that re- ; 
cciv'd ſo high a teſtimony from heaven , and that confirmed by the oppo- 
fitions and conqueſts of hell , yer if any ſhall liſt co make an un parciall 
erquiry into theſe two perſons that made ſuch haſt one after another 3M 
will , I doubr not , be found thar they were ſuch as did truly fear God , as 
were careful of their duties in their places, very helptul to others according 
othcir abiliries of State and gifts , and who dwelt one with another  - 
cording to knowledge , and as heires together of the grace of life whereuf 
they are now pofleſs'd. "ne; : | 
Bur, this being the day ofhis interring (whom God chought fir to take 
away laſt ) ircalis upon me to ſpeak of him ſomewhar more particularly ; 
of whom ( notwithſtanding ) I ſhould nor ſpeak furcher , were it not thar 
the obſeryation of whar was good in him,may be good for us. I ſhall there- 
fore with what brevity I can preſcnt his example ro you and to wy ſelf , in 
theſe five things foliowing. Ta 
1. He was a Sound Orthodox Mizifter , And even that alone is very va- 
luable in theſe rrurh-deſcrting-times. The Devill is a diſputing Devill , 
as we ſec by Michae! the Archangel his opponent (4d), Now in (erledtimes [4] Jude 
(wherein the doarine of Religion is berrer guarded by government,) he V- 9+ 
diſpures againſt holineſs, againſt che holy obſecyation of the Lords day, 
and the neceflity of a ſtrit walking with God » by all the arguments thar 
profane men can pick up for that purpoſe; Bur intimes more unſetled Y 
eſpecially wherein Reformarion is ſought ( bur nor yer found ) heuſes the 
wits of men to underm:ne & oppoſe the Truth of God;bur this our brother 
had learn'd the form of ſound words himſelf » and taughr chem others, - 
Tit. 1-9. | | 
It belongs tous Miniſters to mindeth's,fer what are unſound Teachers? —_—_ | 
They are ( to ſpeak as the Scripture ſpeaks ) The itches of the Church : / 1 #0 #7 
O fool ſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you , faith the Apoſtle (a)? And who [4] Gal. 
were thoſe Witches bur the falſe Apoſtles by whom they were removed 3: 1. 
from the truth of the Goſpel {b) ? If he thar ſhould uncharm the ſorce- [#] Gal.J 
ries of others [as Luther ſpeaks on that place] be a witch himſelf , how 1+ 6, 7. 
dangerous is that Witchcraft? Matth. 6. 23, 
And it much concerns you that. are Hearecs in this place toconſider whe- 
ther you have reccived, and heard, and held faſt ; Are nor divers,in divers- X ll 
places (Some inthis) rurn'd afide trom the cruth? Yea ſome cf whom there / \ 
was ſome reaſon to ſay , will yee alſo go away [c] ? O remember, Nothing [c] Joh. 6. 
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pe {abqurs in Lectures abroad , and his conſtanc imployment inhis own 
- lace. | , 
A Miniſter may be Orrhodox,and yer idle;not unskiifuland yerunſa'rh- 
ful,bur we, thar are the Lords Warchmen, and the Shepheards of his thec Pp, 
muſt know , that ir concerns us to look abour and labourtor rhe good of 
Gr:g. de ſouls, even as ir CONCCrns Us tO love Jetus Chriſt; He ſpake bur Sc ipuce 
cura Pa- that ſaid [ Duijqnm wirintib res pollens , Oc.) He that being ab'e 8s awviſe from 
ftorali feeding the flxck of Goa , us thereby convime'd that be loves not the chief Shep- 
Pec.1.cy5. bd, for it was be that ſatdto Peter , Loveſt thou me ?-then , fecd my Sheep, 
thn 31. 16, I7- | | 

Whats a man able and appointed to teach, and yet careleſs and ſpeech- 
; I:ls , but [if we {peak in the language of Scripture] a dumb Dog ? Ia. 56. 
[a] Iſa, 10. that ſhould bark to drive away any thiaxg harmful to the ſheep , bur 
56. 10. Cannot bark (a) b<cauſs he will not, and is filent becauſe aſleep. The 6vod 

| ef Soals (ball be required at the hands of ſuch Shepherds, Exh. g. 18, | 

Meanwhile, do you | my beloved | you of this place, bethink your 
ſelves well in what ſtate you ſtand , no condition being more danpe! ous 
than rhat of unwarned men,thart js,of menthar wil nct take warnirg under 
a Warning-:.v.rg Miniſter. In this caſe, the fa thftull Paſtor hath acti- 

| vired bis ſoule, but the hearer that would not be waracd ſhall periſh iy bs 
ſen, Exth. 3. 19, 21, : 

3. He was a plain Preacher , that did nor trouble his hearers with ſubril 
and obſcure notions , with dark and uncouth expreſſions , ſuch as theſe 
proud and wanton times have produc'd , and theſe Mannasloth'ng rmecs 
have made much of. © 

Of ſuch Calvin makes great compla.nr , We ſee [ ſaith he ] ew of thoſe 
that profeſſe the Gu(pel , ſome that had rather be accounted [ubtil than fencere , 
and ſublyme than ſolid, when cl ther acnzenes i mer childiſhnes, onely it pleaſes 

abem © 1] to be thought acute meta , and by unskitful men thiy ape applauded on 
that acco:int. cCatly, in 2 (or. 4.2. 
For [as he ſaith cl{whcre] choſe ſpeculations that hold foith a ſublil'y of wit , 
the world hath ety preferd before ſold dofiringand ever wil. Calv.in Gal. 4.12, 
"1 x Cor, Pauls ſpeech and h's preaching [b| was not ſuch ; nor will any man be 
=; " ſech who loves the ſaving, better than the plealing of h's heare1s. So far 
wa» that pious as well as profound Avgrſtiz from ths hum-ur, as thar he 
5 layes ir down for a Rule [ ?/crung, confue:ndo Yulgars utilion eff feemficanars 
bus quam intepritas literata] Such expreſſions as are popular and cruftomary,are 
better, ſoy the pioſt part , to make things knowa , than thaſc that ( if we tath to 
[a] SUPP0- learning, ) are more compleat , whereupon, (cirirg thar place P/al, x39. 15. 
fing the Myſubſtaxce, or (as he reads it) My boxe 2s n0! 1nd from thee ) he protefierh 
Reater did ho had rather ſpeak babarouſly [and ſay,yoneſt ab{corditum I te offiim meum 
wotunder- [4] cum wtided effet minus apertum quia magis Latinum et ] tham that there 
ſtand whc- ſbruld be move Latin and lefs light, Aug. de doftrina Chriſtiana, 1b, 3, | 
ther it wee Well were it if all Miniſters [eſpecially whom God hath placed among 
*, ,Oxoffiser meancr pcople] wete of that god mans mind, hav'ng the care he hd ro 
OS declare lufficeency, and the c .nſcience th:the had ro relolye n pon perſpi- 


cur y; 
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3. " He was 2 painſil aud faithful Miniſter, as all wight fee by his ready 


NP” © 


...- 
' ſpicuiryz forwhat's an obſcure , avd (by hispet 
- buram unkind farher , that when the child askes bread ; gives 
; a hard thing, which he knowes not what ro make of , nor how to ger nou- 
riſhmeng from, ut 1s. 11. * EO Eo 
1 As torchoſe thar have Teachers who come down to the capacity of the'r 
PM Heazers (which hath been and is your mercy here) Let them conſid 
if this work notupon them for the increaſe of knowledge and goodnes ,'ir 
_ "willone diy witneſs aga.nft them, and be agrear aggrayarion of their 
_ fan, that eheir Prophers haye not onely preached ofien, and multiplied 
viſeus , but preactrd plainly , and »fed fmilitudes (b), helping dimme eyes 
to the cl:areſt light, Give me leave to ſay Beloved , Better tor you have 
had a Miniſter ch:t would have ſpoken Latm,Greek, or Hebrew to you, than 
one ſow.lling to deale plainly with you , if you be not gainers , if God be 
not a gainer by that plainefle, | 

. He was a Powerſ#1/ Preacher , and one that ſweetly infinuated him- 
ſelf into the hearts of h-arers , his do&rine dropping as the ſmall rain on 
the tender herbs {c). He was one thar ſpake to ie heart of Fernſalem (4d), 
2n heart-affeQing preacher , There lay his work and heatr- 

And whats a Preacher that delivers good rhings in a general way, bur 
keeps off from the hearr and conſcience , but Tike ſuch Phyſicians as give 
Catholique Pils chat purge the belly , bur never light on che particular pcc- 

& > cant humour that moſt infeſts and endangers the body. 

Ir_ coneerns us Miniſters to conſider the diſeaſes and the conftituti- 
ons of our charges, and accordingly apply our remedies, nor ſhoorias at 
Rovers bur full-But againſt fin; and in matter of comforc diſpenſing the 
grace of God that isgiven him with all faicthfuines and firnes to them-ward 
over whom God hath fer him (a). 


within you (b), Woe be ro that man that keeps his errours under a ſound 
and convincing Miniſtry; or his Juſts and fins under an hearr-ſtriking and 
conſciencc- ſearching Miniſter. If God cloſe with thy conſcience,and thou 
ſtand our, God, and Miniſter, and Coenſetence and all ſhall witneſs againſt 
thee at che laſt day, 

5. Laftly, He was a Pz0u5 Miniſter , one whoſe life was ſuitable to his 
p . _- Jabours, andpra&iceto his preaching. 

Its a good life that puts lite incoa Miniſters preaching ; Els , a gcod 
Preacher and a bad Liver is like a boy thar writes a faire copy, and vioers 
it out with his ſlieve. People are ro be fed with milk, bur if M:nifters , af- 
cer they have given a good meal, throw it all down with their toor , How 

+ ſhall poore hearers ( whoſc eye :s not ſo much upon the work as the walk 
of the Miniſter ) be nouriſhed with ir ? 

Nor doth a good converſation give ſtrength to our do&rine , when it is 

delivered onely, but even to the deliverer it ſelf alſo. Ir is ſaid , Chriſt bezan 

. bathto doand teach, AQ. 1,1, —_ glves this rcaſon of the oxder , [Eru- 

beſcit 


le) uninrelligible Paſtor, 
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er,thar 


[6] Hoſ. 
I'2, 10- 


[c* Deur, 


JZ. 2; 
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And for you that are hearers, Take account of your ſclves how you profir [4] Epheſ. 
by two forts of Miniſters, 1. Such as mightily convince your underſtangd- 3* ?* 
ings, 2- Suchas work on your affefions and make your hearts to burne __ 

/ 


(58) 


beſcit enim quamvis pratlara dottrina row propria reprebendit conſuentia.Hie- 
ron. ad princip, Virg. ] Doing goes hiſt , for , The check of a bad conſcience 
makes the beft Sermon bluſh ;, Bur (as another ſayes) Nec eonſcientia loquentem 


[a] Greg, prepedit, cum wita linguam antecedit [a], 4 Miniſters conſcience will not check 


mor. in 
Job], 6, 
C. 24. 


him , nor make bu words ſtich in hu teeth , when hu life goes before his tongue, 
thar is,when he preacherh that ro others which men know before hand he 
hath praRiiſed himſelf. 

Such a Paſtor hath no need to feare, but his people ( I ſpeak to you of 
this Congregation) have fo much the more need to feare, __ a Miniſter 
is both a burning anda ſhining Lamp ; burning by his dofrine , and ſhi- 
ning by his life and example. Remember that cheſe join'd rogether , will 
cither doe much good, or much hurt : Think ſadly ot ir whoever thou arr 
thar liveſt under a M:niſter {or Miniſters) in whom both theſe are; either 


'\. they will be Loadſtones to draw thee , or Milſtoxes to drown thee. 


\7 


I have now done , adding this onely in the concluſion, whatſoever in 
cur deceaſed Brother ſayoured of human infirmities { for he bad no doubr, 
his failings as well as other men) ler that be buried with him : Bur as for 
thoſe good things which you ſaw in him , and knew to be in him , and now 
have heard of him, let them live in us. | 

The God of the ſpirirs of all fleſh, that hath rakea him to receive his re- 
ward, ſettle here, a faithful ,a fir , a fiuitul man of God to ſucceed him 
[in his work , Aven, 
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T he Letter of a worthy and "Reverend 

Fried © tie Author , relating tothe 

OO erſutng exvortatiun. 
S'IR, | : 
#&##& Haye peruſed your Exhortation at Mr, Crook's 
2 I & Funerall , and finde it grave and ſeaſonable : *tis 
EEE pity theſe Memorials ſhould be loſt8 condemn'd 
to an obſcure privacy , both for their own worth , and 
his fake who was the occaſton of them. Tf my vote can 
do any thing with you, I ſhould defire you to publiſh 
this exhortation with your Funerall Notes concerning 
Ar. oliver,thatboth of them being burning and ſhining 
Lights inthe ſame County and yoyfinage , and in their 
places and dwellings-nort far afrmder-, may live toge- - 
rher in the ſame papers. Certainly , Gods Worthtes de- 
ſerve ſome publique Aforement to continue their me- 
mory and example , not onely for the imitation of the 
200d, but that others by this ſolemn Tefimony may 
know that once the Prophets and holy mien of God . 
have been amongſt them.. 

Wee learne from the Apoſtle, that dead Saints may 
yet ſpeak, Heb, 11, 4. that 1s, preach by their example, 
but then, there muſt be ſome. ro continue the memory 
of that example, or els , how ſhould it ſpeak ought of - 
inſtruction to future Ages ? therefore the Apoſtle ob-_ 
ſerveth of Abel in that place , in«pro,69» ih urs, He gþ- 


tained witneſs that he was.rizhteous, Which I referre 
EN tO - 


(62) 
to the publick witneſs and teſtimony of the Word , 
where his uſuall title and ſtile 1s righteous Abel; and 
he had before ſaid of all the Patriarchs verſ 2. 
ingprojivueer, they obtained 4 20d report , to wit, in the 
Church by the Scriptures: Now, ſince the Canon of 
faith was cloſed up, there is no reaſon the memorie of 
the Saints ſhould be loſt, and therefore God hath in eye- 
ry Age ſtirred up ſome that can handle the pen of the 
Writer , by ſome publique record to configne their ex- 
ample to the uſe of the Church : though I confeſs too 
many have been forgotten that were otherwiſe famous 
in their generations for want of care in this kind ; 


. Tllachrymabili perierunt noite , 
Carent quia vate ſacro. 


I add no more , butthat Iam 


Towr loving Brother , and fellow-labourer 
in the work of the Goſpel, © 


Taroxas Manrton, 
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heoropoovveebobobopabebery 


To the well-afteed Reader , but more eſpecially , 
To my loving and reſpeRed Friends and Neigh- 
bours , the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of _ 
Wrington in Somerſetſhire 
Grace, and Peace. 


&& Ts eaſy to foreſee that a neceſſity lyes upon me to make 
Mg ſome apologie for the celebrating of the Funerals of = 
Zee _y with ſuch ( ſomething more than ordinary ) (0- 

emmity , ---, 
| Wherein my defence u this , | 

i. That though the reaſon be not to magnifie the perſons of 

Miniſters , who. ought ever. to decreaſe in their fame and 


name , ſo that Chriſt may encreaſe (a), yet never was there [a] Joh,3; 


2ore need to ſpeak for the Miniſtry than now, and to do right to 39. 
the perſons of Miniſters with reſpeth to the reputation of their 


calling. The Ryle of theword ts , Hold ſuch in reputation (b), [6] Phit. . . 
but looking to the conr(ſe of the World,we know that as concern- ** 29: 

ing this calling it is every where ſpoken againſt (c). Some ne- ——_ 
ceſſity therefore there 15 to wipe away unjuſt and untrue aſper- 18, 12, 


frons by, a true relation of their worth who have had their ſhare 
in that contempt which in theſe ordinance-deſpiſing-dayes the 
Miniſters of Chrift do every where lie under. 

2. It hath ever beenthe cuſtome of the Church of God in fu- 
neral Orations, torecite , and afterward to write , the ſtory of 


. the loves of eminent and wel-deſerving men, eſpecially of Mini- 


fters, and that upon great reaſon, as 1. To ſervethe will of God, 
whoſe mindit is that the memory of the juſt ſhould bebleſſed and 
be kept from rotting ; eAnd 2. To preſent ſuch as patterns to 
others , recommending therein the Apoſtles Rule , Be folowers 
together 


(84) 
; , together of me , and mark them which walk ſo as yee haye us 
[4] Phil, for an cnſample (a). : — 
tl woes nt 
3. "yy we may lock upon as the higheſt thing) In this, 
Jeſm Chrift himſelf hath gone before us , who was pleaſed to 
[e] Joh. 5. leave to all the worldths teſtimony of his faithfull Forerunner , 
G 5 "76 That he was a burning and a ſhining light (e) ; That he was 
Lf] by *"* a Prophet and more than a Prophez ( f ).7f C hriſt thought fit 
[2] A. 9, fo beare up their names that beare up his (g),T hope we ſhall not 
I5. offend by walking in our Saviour's way. 
4. But behdes all this, while I writeto you the Tnhabitants 
of the Town of Wrington, 1 m#uſt needs let you know that a 
principal reaſon of the firſt framing and preſent publiſhing of the 
enſuing exhortation, was, axd i5,1o aſſiſt you in a profitable and 
perpetual remembrance of him that for ſo loug time was your 
faithful Paſtor , and made it his work ro ouide you to true 
bleſſednes , for which purpoſe he wrote his excellent and moſt _ 
approved Catechiſm , That you might be grounded in Religi- 
01, and followed it with continual preaching for your better pro- 
feciency , and confirmed it by his Religions life , and perfetted 
all by his holy and humble death ; you ( therefore ) muſt be my 
Apology for publiſhing theſe unpoliſhed lines, wherein my purpoſe 
| #5 mot to ſet furth = full . tory of Mr. Crook's life , (that's 
(hy Ina written already by an exatter pen,and printed by it ſelf (h);)bat 
ittle book YA * ; 
| calld, The 7) meaning is, a little moreto inſiſt upon , and to draw down to 
Life and particular uſe what is there wound up in a more general way ; 
Death of yet with ſome difference ; for , the former things are of common 
mics Oo concernment , and for the u(t of all men, eſpecially of Miniſters, 
| W. ret yby unto whom it cannot but be profitable ſeriouſly to contemplate , 
' - and to propoſe umo themſelves , ſo imitable a patterne 3 But 
the later part is more eſpecially direfied to your uſe , who were 
the daily Hearers of his ſound doftrine , and obſervers of his 
uitable converſation, and who are to be in ſpecial manner ac- 
coumable for both. Think that He that hath been divers years ' 
dead , yet ſpeaks, avd that in the Apoſtles langnage (i) , Re- 
member that by the ſpace of fourty feven years, I ceaſed not 


to warne every one of you with teares. e1nd let theſe applica- 
F107S 


[:]JAR, 20, 
" 3I, 


Son 6 
w - 


ES. <a 
tions to your conſciences , which ( when I had reſolu'd to have 
laid them aſide ) Providence hath (by reiterated requeſts) ad - 
length produced , be aneffettual meanes to rub up your memo«: 
ries, and continually to aſſiſt and arme you againſt that fruit- 
hindring forgetfulueſs which is apt to ſeize even —_ better - 
people Foot their nyo. Paſtors deceaſe; that ſo though you 
could net always have him (k) , yet you may after his deceaſe [4] Mai; 
have thoſe things alwayes in remembrance that you heard 15. xx. 
from him (1). This will be an help tothat which I would yet fur- [1] » Per. 
ther exhort you to (as that which much concerns you) I mean, 1.15. 
yorr profiting by your preſent Paſtor, whom God Jerk in much 
mercy ſent to you to confirme you by his diligent and dexterous 
preaching, and anſwerable living , in that word and way which 
you have formerly heard and ſeene from and in his pretions 
Predeceſſor. The benefit of all willredound to your ſelves, and be 
beſt ſeene in the day of Chriſt , when (they beth) and all other 
Inftrufters that have truly deſired and ſought your ſpiritual 
good (amorgf whom reckon him if you eas that now writes 
unto you) ſhall rejoyce that they have nor run in vaine : nei- EE 
ther laboured in vain (»-);whichthat it may be your ſeomrity, <4 
gomsfort, and hononr at that great day, ſhall be the prayer of 5th 


Your truly welwiſhing Neighbour 
and ſeryant in Chriſt Jeſus, 


AA f 
| { / 
W. T. 7] X* 
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| AN 
E AHORTATFOmw 


DEL 1 VERED 
AT THE INTERRING 
O F | 


Mr. SAMUEL CROOK, 


Late Paſtor of J/rington in ** 
Sommerſetſhire. 


Tm; Ou have heard (honoured and beloyed) ſo many good and [a7] 7y the 
grateful words already concerning this faithful ſervant of 89;y of the 
| God (4) now interred , that I ſhall need ro ſay the leſs; yer j;fs ayd 
I] ſomerhing give me leave to add art the Funeral of ſo great Jeath of Mr. 
an Inſtru&er , and in ſogreara convention, for our fur- $amye] 
=== ther inftruQtion , wherein that I intend is, the edificativn, Crook, 
of the living , though (for rhar reaſon) I ſhall be enforced to ſpeak divers printed An, 
things-char will won, ro the commendation of the dead ; but whar concerns. , 5 41.08 
biz 1 ſhall endeavour to contra, and enlarge in that which may be ule-; ſp,y fd 
ful tv others, | +: (them pag. 
1n this our dear and reverend Brother and Father , all generally was-,, wc. 
60d ( I ſpeak nor withour conſideration and acknowledgement of human 
infirmity) and many things excellent, bur four things exceeding rare and re-! 


x. Firſt, that being of ſo excellent and acute parts and wit, he ſhould 


yer preach ſo plainly, popularly.and profeably , and that from the begin: 


/ 


(68) 


ning of his Miniſtry, when ſich abilities commonly fall eirher into ob/cu- 
raly or vanity, 

In former times the Church was trcubled with learned obſcurity 3 much 
learning in many pulpirs,buc litcle light ; ſtrong lines, but weak Sermons; 
In theſe later rimes, the Church is troubled againe with unlearned curio- 
- ſity, appearing in new an1afteted words , uncouth and far-fetched no- 
tions , w:try and verſacile paſſages and diQares, like che Oracles of Hea- 


[b]mit%;a 5 thens (b) thar may be taken ſeveral wayes , bur which way they ſhould be 
4pnge- taken who can ſay > By this means it comes to paſs thar it is hard for ordi- 


nary-people to know the meaning of the words , and when that's done , as 
hard co find rhe truth and ſoundneſs of the matrer ; 

Thoſe old Sermons , tute and puft vp with human wiſedom and 
Authors, were (much) for oſtentation and admiration ; Theſe now a dayes 
for recreation and their berter content that have itching cares , bur nei- 
ther for edification , unto which obſcurity is 2 grear enemy, and in a 

Preacher inconſiſtent with theRule of Scrip- 
1In ceteris artibus id maxime tare, I C0. 2.4, 4s it is In an Orator with 
excilit quod tongiſſime ſit ab the rules of art}. 

* imperute/um intelligentia ſen- Happy they that can ſpeak as Paul did, 
ſug; diſjunftum ; in dicendo as a Father, in the evidence and demonſtra- 
autem vitium vel maximum tion of the Spitit of God; and not as the 
eft 2 wulgari genre Oratio- Eocinthian Teachers that were inſtruRtors , 
nis,atq; 2 conſuetudine com- pedagogs, not Fathers (a),ufing the inrifing 
wwnis ſenſus abhoriere, Tul, words of mans wiſdom to gain d:ſciples unto 
L.x. de Orat, [a] 1 Cor.q4.2, rhem(clves,when their ducy was, in a way of 
| plain and powerful preaching , to win ſouls 
l« eo Jeſus Chriſt, Theſe InſtruRors and Schoolmaſters had many Scholars 
- therefore , bur ic was Paul that had the children , and was the happy in- 
ftrument of regeneration and ſalyarion. 
Our deceaſed Brother was ſuch a Father, plain and yer full of power in 
Gods Rouſe , unto which L add, pioficable alſo in his own Houſe and 0: hec 
ns; | 
"0p And that I obſerve in him 
I. Secondly , That being in ſo much company , yet he was very free. 
fro any unworthy words , from empry and impertinent diſcourſes. Many 
lighthings ſeem to weigh well cnough inthe ballances of Society, bur his 
words in {ociery would hold weight in che -ballance of the SanQuary, Nor 
 - that he was ever ſpeaking religiouſly,(yet often he ſpake of things religious 
andof rhem very obſeryably ) but ſill he ſpake uſefully ; he had / rogerher 
with his piety) roo much worth and ſufficiency ro indure in himſelf ro.ygue- 
vanity, So that whar he ſpake was,cthough nor till good for everything; 


© . yergoodforfomerhing, | 


'O our le words! How-many houres ſpent in c6pany?'8: inthoſc houres 
how mich ſpoken? and yer when all eamevsro be ſummad:up ;we tay pro + 
gounce ſadly of our words as Solomon did of the world, Y anity of Famies, 
_ rn on #7, Ort 
-Burthis our deceaſed pateern was willing({ divers tines) retherzooſpeate 
actliing, chan nothing to purpoſe, + _ And 


nf gt 
_— 
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And his words were the better rempercd , becauſe his heart and inner 
man was ſo little diſtempered. [nn 12 hh | | 

For 1 cannot bur ſpeak this in him, _ 

3. Thirdly, That on all occaſions and in all occurrences,(fome where- 
of muſt nceds give diſtaſt , bring in.afflition , provoke ro perturbation.) 
yet he was ever obſervedto walk and beare up with much calmnes,and (ex- 
cepting the publique troubles of the Church of God in Germany and at 
home, which did indeed ſadden and wound his heart) with much cheerfule 
nes of Spirit, | | : 

None further off from Stoicks than. he in their denying affe&ions, none 
more neere them than he in compoſing thern ; what they would nullifie , 
he did reQifie. 

O thar ir could be ſaid , Hee and Wee! but how are our Faculties di- 
ſturbed , our Sccicties ſowred, yea prayers and holy exerciſes pudled 
with our imperious and impetuous paflions ? EP: $0411 

As our Saviour ſomerime ſaid, This did nor Abraham : So may we truly 
ſay , It was not thus with our deceaſed Brother,whoſe Example therefore 
I am willing to preſent , not ſo mucho adde to his honour whereof there 
is none: d , bur ( whereof there is ſo great need) to our patience; Had-it 

not bcen for this , I mean, that we have great need of the help of ſuch an 
example, I ſhould ( in this and in other things ) have ſuppreſd that com- 
mendacion ef hum now he is dead,thar was intolerable rohim when he was 
alive ; I have told you of his patience, onely in onething ( I confeſs ) thee 
was impatient , I mean, in hearing thoſe things that ſeemed to fer him 
up , andd d{ indeed) advance him, above other men ; whichleads me ro 
that that I would obſeryc— 6; 

4. Fourthly, to w':t his rare humility —well were it if we could ſpeak of 
our faults as he did when men ſpake of his verrues, that is, with weeping; 
for when any mentioned his perfeRions , it did but make him mind: and 
mourn under the ſenſe ot hi imperfe ions. My (elf vifiring him in his laſt 
ficknes, and telling hinzofSome that acknowledged themſclves.to be cons 
verted by his Miniſtry ,*he replyed wich much _ , O that God 
ſhould make me an inſtrument of ſo great a work, I have defiredro pend | 
and be ſpent and to doe what good I could , bur with weaknes, unfir- 
miy, &c.. PER £ { 435 * 16603017 

| And. at-the fame. time he: declared thay when -orhers. ſpake highly of 
Wrington , (for Chrif ans fo:merly did cry up ſound: man as now: they 
dousſound)) I neyer rejoyced in-ir- (ſaid he) for I'rhought fuch wauld gor 
be of any long ſtanding. iT 1 oy | 

- O that we could think fo meanly of our ſelves wirh.our fow-rhings wich 
our nothings , as he did with his great things; and-be ſo humble, with qur 
twa Talents as he was with kis ren! ws 121 SEN 9h 48 vs 


\ (Having ſpoken thus much of him, {bur for ourulc;)., Lotus yowrefleR -* *.c) 


n/ our. felves.,and confider whara mercy wehave enjoyed urenyoying 
him ſa Jong iatheſe parts. | ts | £44 0 79 PEP $513 110280893 Jets 
- Almercy-rous Miniſters ; for that ſaying:of onedgithe/ Univer fey which 
hewas wonteo mention ; that Paſtors.inche:Countroyudid wie : Logiges's 
vo"y . Umveruty- 


(70) 
Univerfiry-Preachers did do{are Artifices , was very true of him (in the 
latter part of it) though a Countrey-Preacher:-Know(Beloyed)rhar all rhe 
Congregations hereabour , that have rece:ved good by our Miniſtry, have 
reaſon co bleſs God for wrington-Miniftry and him that was the guiding 
Paſtor here, Our Congregations have received much more good from us 
by the help that we received from him, | 

Ifhis Miniſtry were a mercy to us and to our people round abour, It was 
- (fure) a mercy to you ofthis place to whom his labours were pzcul-arly di- 
re&ed, and it is to God thar you are bound for ir ; For though the noble 
-Parron were carectull ro ſcnd and ſettle a faichtull Paſtor, yer how came 
one faithfull aboye many, to his hand? aad who is ir but God thar thruſts 
forth labourers incohis Vineyard > 
[a] Luk 4. | Seryour hearrs ( I beſeech you ) ro whae your Saviour ſayes (a), I tell 
25. you of atrurh,there were many Widows in 1/rael in the dayes of Elijah , yer 
unto none of them was Elijah ſent but unto the Widow of Sarepta: So were 
-rhere many aft imiſhed places and Pariſhes in the firſt dayes of this decea- 
[b] x King ſed ſervanc of God, yerunto none was he ſent bur ro-you 3 The more need 
* have you toexamin whether you have gorcen by this-meanes [6] a barre} 


T7- 15: of mealethar will norwaſt , and a cruiſe of oil ( I meanthat Spiritual and 
Soul»ſupporting-ſuſtenance) that will nor fail,and that will keep you from 
failing and periſhing. LN Be. , 
Tc] Luk 4. Bur the ſame Saviour ſpeaks to you the fecond time [c], and ſayes, Ma- 
27, ny Lepers were in Iſrael in the time of Elizeus the Prophet , and none of them was 


cleanſed ſ1vins Nammanthe Syriau, How many Leprous ſoules in our 1/7ael, 
yea Leprous Pariſhes ? yet we may ſay (upon great reaſon;) To none was 
. ſuch an Z£ſþ4 ſent buc ro you. Now therefore examin z Is your Leprofte 
a) cleanſed? or , are Abana and Pharpar becter to you than that Fordan , tos 
"200 1 which you haye been dire&:d ? You are rich, werldly-wiſe , well thoughr 
7 of,” &c. bur are you nor Lepers ? 2 King, 5. I. 
-.AfT ſhould ſpeak more particularly ro this Congregation, and thoſe be- 
—__ it, | would ſpeak a word , 
x. Tothoſe thar did not hear this ever-ſpeaking Paſtor. 
3. To thoſe thar did. | 
x. Firſt, cothoſe thar did nor hear him. ] That did not hear him 
(may ſome ſay ) were there any whoſe Underſtanding was ſo low , whoſe 
pioty was ſo little, whoſe loye was ſo cold, whoſe hearrs,were fo hard,as not 
to hear-ſucha Teacher ? | / 
| You know(Beloved)whether there were not ſome ſuch here ,and wee all - 
know that there be many ſuck otherwhere;Unto whom [ wiſh all goodzthey 
being herecofere(divers of then) hpefull Chciſt.ans , and not al:ogerher 
hogeleſs now, as being men led and gor away by tentation (for ſo inchari- 
ty we are willing to think ) rather than g51 away our of their own dif- 
' [«) Gals. pofition'; Yet a word 1 have £ofay to them, and chars this (a);,Ye did run 
FT.  well;whodidhinderyou? Doth any perſuade you ro leave the Miniſtry 
| thar tzacheth che rruch of God > This pzrſuatioa' comerh not:from: hin 
char callerh you , bur from them- char trouble you, and ſour you and ſe- 
dnce you, for A little Leves leventth:tbe whole lump ; Conlult your ewn for- 


your ſelyes blefſed in that Miniſtry which now you are ready to curſe and 
blaipheme , and then you had nor ſuch rentations to byaſs your judgment 


; 
mer judgment; where the blefſednes you ſpake of [5] ? Once you thought [5] Gal. 4 
. 


as now you have : Then you ſpake good words of the good Word of God 


#n che mouth of his Minifters ,.and you ſpake.chem (1 think ) our of the 
experience of that goodnes that the Miniſtry wrought in you,and the com- 
forc it brought unto you. How comes it to paſs rhat your judgment that 
was ſo well greunded, is ſo ſoon changed [5] ? conſult: your furuze good , 
Can you-underſtand Scripture without a guide [4d] ? be Rable in truth and 
gocdnes w.thout a Nail [c] ? make ſpeed in the wayes of godlineſs 
without a Goad ? ( which Nailes are faſtned , and Goads uſed by the ma- 
Ners of the Aſſemblies) 1t you fay ycu can , where* your humility > 
If you ſay you cannot, where's your wiſdom ? 1f you ſpeak of all, and ſay, 
wee are no Miniſters , (as divcrs of you doe, not becauſe you have reaſon 


to-ſay ſo, but becauſe you have need ;,) Then where's your t:uch For, are 1 


not thoſe the Miniſters that: God hath made Inſtruments to biirg. you G 
you be brought)& to bring many others that are brought untoJcſusChriſt? 
If any ſhall demand , may not they.thar are not right Miniſtcrs be inſtiu- 
ments of converſion? 1 anſwer,lIt they may be ſo plibly ; yer they are nor 
ſo ordinarily, Is it probable that God. would ever ſo honour a falle and 
Antichriſtian Miniſtry, as when it plants and waters, co come in himſelf, 
and give ſq great and general ſucceſs toir as he hath done in England > 
Have any.of you , have many'of you, reccived true goodnes from us ? (I 
mean from us, as workers with God and with whom God hath wrought) 
then, me thinks , you ſhould grant, that ifwe be nor Apoſtles ro others, if 
we be nor Miniſters to others,yet. (ſure) we are ſo to you ; Remember the 
& poſtles reaſoning,eitherChriſ} is in you,or you be reprobares,& if Chriſt 
be in you, and you be not reprobares, then Irruſt we are not reprobates 
LaJ—1f you be not reprobate Chriſtians, we are not reprobate Miniſtcrs ; 
—1f ctheApoſtle knew how to argue, you will not know how to anſwer, - 
Ler me intreat you ( therefore) Þy all the rokens of Chriſtian kindnes 
that have hetcrofoce paſſed b2tween us , yea, by all the bonds of Chriſtia- 
nity whecein we have been heretofore United , to rake ſo much care of 
your ſelves and ſoules as a little roreaſor the caſs with your own con- 
ſcience+; Scriouſly and ſadly beſpcaking your ſelves in thele or the like- 
words, Whar it it fhall p:6yc at laſt riariche Miniſters of England (of 
whom we have been the Heaters, bur are now the flightes$) be the faithfall 
Miniſtcrs of God ?. what if ir be . found ſo at the day of Judzment ? what if 
rbe Lord J:\us Chriſt hall ſay, Such and fuch a one was a-burn:ng and a 
ſbining lawp (b),and.ye were w-llirg for a ſeaſon to rejoyce in his light , 


[c] Gal. 3g 
I. 

[d] AQ. 8, 
ZI. 


ſe] Ecclef}, 


7; 
[4] 2 Cor;. 


I'3, 5, 6s 


and'then ye run away, ſhook him of , and ſaid he hid no light in him—lIt [5] Joh. 5: 
Jeſus Chriſt.ſ.y thus (O Chriſtians) at char day (and its a thouſand to: 35: 
one he will fay to) what, will you fay.then 2 Ie re} you whax you will ſay. 14] Mar, 
then ( whatſoever you ſay now) ro wit), juſt noth:rig+ [9] 3 for what'imen 22+ Is” 


have no reaſon to ſay.now , They will. have no tace-ro tay. at the. day-of.- 


Judgmenr. And, becayſe you will have nothing to ſay then, Give me leave. 


c9 tell you whai to fay;now;-O thatGod would give you hearts 0 ſay,This - 
OE a | deccaled. 


CE 


(72) 


deceaſed and moſt finfully.deſerted-Paſtor ſhall be the laſt faichful Mini- 


ſer thatere I will-refuſe to honour an4 eſteem very highly for his works 


[5)iThefl. £1. [b], or refrain ro hear ; It is eno:gh,and a great deal roo much thar I 


$I3. 


\[c]2 Chro 
36.15,16, 


I7. 


have deſpiſed the Miniſtry ſo long , and quarreled with he lighe cill ir be 
' removed, bur now have done with this Undoing fin (c), I abhor my ſelf 
for it, and all Miniſtry-conrempt ſhall be buried in this grave, never to. 
riſe again, burto be exchang'd for reyercnt rhoughts of every holy man of 


God for time to come,— | ; | 
Suff:r me to add one word more, and to adviſe you '(rhar your diſcaſes 


may be cured , and that you miy be ſt right in the light of God) to re- 


[ d] R:y 3; member whar you have received and heard, and hold faſt (4) and repenc. 


Return to, and continue i;i , the things ye have lcaind , knowing of whom 


le) 2 Tim, ye have learncd them [e] 


$aTl 4, 


4% 


(6), Plal. 


ton, 2z; 


[c] Revel. 


Sz, a 


[d] Ezek, 
A 3Eor, 
I 4 25, 


Objeff, Why? wee have not Jearned thzm of the Apoſtle Paul. 
 Anſw. Thar's tive ( wedo with all humility acknowledge a preat 


_ difference and diſtance) bur know ( though ) of whom you have learned 


chem ; And here, though I ſhall ſeeme ro ſpeak fondly , yer while thax I 
ſay is ſaid art th:ſe Fun:rals , and refl=&s principally upon this deceaſed & 
ever-reverenced Paſtor , I ſhallcake thie liberty ro ſpeak freely, and again 
wiſh you ſeriouſly ro confider of whom you have learned that which you 
have formerly received--Not of ignorant men that knew not what they 
ſaid ; Nor of vaine men that car'd nor whart they ſaid ; Nor of Unfaichful 
men char would ſay any thing for their own advancage and adyancement 2 
bur from men thar have ſpent much that they might be able, and have 
_ themſelves when they were able to do all the good they could to your 

ouls. Theſe things are ſpoken that you may hold taſt what you have, or 
at leaſt what you have had , not co lifru p our ſclyes, Tho we knew nething 
by our ſelyes , yer we are notrhereby juſtified [a], but ſo much we ho 
may bz faid truly of us as to make your contempt inexcuſable;leave (theres 
fore) that which cannor be juſtified, and in the tear of God Reſume rkar 
reverence of Gods Ordinances whereby they may be interrained for your 
healing and reducing firſt , for your walking wiſely in a perfeQ way [b] af- 
ter, and your comming to a happy journeys end at laſt, — Now 

2, Secondly , For you of this congregation that were his conſtane 
Hearers, I have onely three words to ſay. 

I, Firſt, examin your preſent temp:r , and compare it with -whar hath 
been formerly,and ſee whether God have nor ſomwhar againſt you for loſs 
of your firſt loye (c). Though a Miniſter do nor loſe his tirft Hearers , yer- 
his Hearers may loſetheir firſt love , eſpzcially , if it be nor rightly laid ; 
Enquire (therefore) whether ir were the parts of rhe Preacher or che pow- 
er of his preaching that hath affected your hearts. Ir was that of which 
He ſpake often , that a Miniſter of parts is unto people , as a very lovely 
ſong of one that hath'apleaſanc voice and can play well on an Inftrumene- 
[4]. The ſplendor of a Melknger ( when be isin his full frength) rakes - 
many, but happy they thar bs taken with the rhe 6 oftis Meflage , 
and with the God that is in the Sermon;very like is their love to increaſe, 
fince ths longer a good Miniſter lives,the more.of God lives if him o_ 

q-- proceeds 


—— 


en Os Na 

viteteeds from n | elpecially in publique and ptpit- ſervice g ing he 
ehwry hop home Shocaly ju pulls mind , that is, to carry 
riaeter ſo in the courſe of his Miniftry,that God may increaſe ; thoiigh he 
eaſe [a7}. As this our deceaſed Brother did much reliſh that Scripgur© [a] Joh, 3 
(when ar a timg.it was, upon occaſion , recited ro him) ſo-did he much 30. 
imitate thac pactern- Search therefore whether your love bath j ncrcaſed 
with a God-increaſing Miniſtry. By this you may know the ipeetity of 

four love , for they that receive the Werd into# good and honeft heart , [6] Luk 8. 
[ring forth fruit wich patience ; the hear of their love being above that xy, 
hear of the Sun and of perſecution thar makes et ftony ground to wi- | 
cher [c]. Beloved Brethren, Theſe are the dayes wherein the Toye of ma- [:]Mar.13, 
nyo the Miniſtry is waxen cold, 1 do not ſay happy We, bur happy Ye, $11 3 


if your love be hor.. Li3 en 
2, Secondly , Examin whar your ſtare is , and how far the Lord Jeſus 

hath prevailed with you by ſuch a Miniſtry ſo long! continued amopgſt WES 

ou. Ir was your faithful Paſtors. mind, and 'morto ,' to ſpend and be {d} s Cor; 

Locnt,agd that [4] gladly,for ke was ſtill obſerv'd to be ſad and mourning 13. If, 

when ( by infirmity or his leQure reftraint) he could nor be ſpending, 

Now why was this 2 what did he aim art in this > fare, he ſought not Veurs, 

bur You [s}. | o E be: [4] 2 Car, . 
And here, I ſhall gladly. approve you of this Congregation for one 13, 14, 

ching ; and crave lcave to movea queſtien to you abour JJ 211 EET. 
x. This I muſt needs fay is robe commended in you , that your Pa- 

tor had Yours , your Tithes , his Des; for though Tithes be now an in- 

grarefull word yer obſerve, iris ar the ſame time when the name of a Mi- 

niſter is an ingratcfull wordalfo, and when the ſpirit of 71;an rhe Apa- 

ſtat is up again ,,on whom this brand lies , that he firſt invented the 

eaking away of Tithes , thar thereby he mighe not onely: verthrow.the 

Presbyrers { which other perſecuring Emperours did ) bur the Presbytery 
IMiniftry it ſclf , ro wit , by withdrawing that which ſhould ſupp Tt ir, 

Not thar we ſtand ſo much upon Tithes, as to urge abſolutely their Divine 

righr , yet we think it lawfull ro take them , and lawfull for others to pay 

chem , yea (while an other maintenance is eftabliſhed) a very unlawjyll 

ching to deraine them, yea , moreover thatthere is neyer like to be found 

inthis Nation any other way of maintenance cqualin all'/points unto them 

for the fulfilling of Gods mind concerning his Miniſters maintenance;bug,; 

chat which now we ſtand upon is,, a comperene maintenance , which they fa] 1 C 

char with-hold mouzell the mouth of the Ox that rreads eurthe corn [«], ] 1 Cer, 

fall into har crying fin of keepingiback the hire of the labourers [b] , yea 6 0 

they take a very ctie&uall courſe rhar the Lord of the Harveſt may have .; ] Jam, 5. 

no labourers arall ; Nor becauſe Minifters preach for a maintenance, bur As 

becauſe they are not able to preach, and luppert themſelves in t veer i! 


ling , and their Families, wxthout it, Nor doe we ſpeak of theſe things ous; 
of diſtruſt ; we ſay as Mordecai, maintenance for Gods fairhfull Miniſters, 
will come from another place (c),, but what comfort can chey baye thar ] Heſt, 
with-hold it , cither for rhemſclves, or their Fathers houſes > Mean-while 4: 34, 
#his.may be your comfor zof this place, _ you have been juſt and loving 
this 


(74) 


Ar Tim his way. A Minifter ought co be @ lover of hoſpitality 14 , and ſo was 
| $+% _ (as all men know) the M niſterof this'/place”; Beloved ,T may fay , you 
made him able to be ſo by do'irg hia right ia the matter of muncenance - 
I do not ſay, you made him willing , for he was moſt willing of himi:If, 
» bur you made him aile,and found him w:lling. This I have ipuken for your 
; juſt commendat:ion and others inutation, Now ——— 
| 3. Lermemoyz unto you a queſtion, and the queſtion is this.; He had 
Yours , but Had h: Yo. ? can you lay truly , My Miniſter had mine , and 
he had Mc? tor he that i» worthy the name of a M'niſter ſteks nor ſheaves, 
bur Souls ; Remember ;rhe Corinthians firit gave their own ſelves unto 
' 'the Lord , and untv us (aith the Apoſtle ) untv the Lords Miniſters alſo 
by the will of (30d [a], bur mark, thar's the merhod, firft their own lelves; 
[4] 2 Cor. Inthe obſerving of which Method your ſincere Paſter , who was tor you a 
$.5, Fairtfull Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt , is an eminent parrern, who firſt ſpenc 
himſclf for you , and then his eſtate amongſt you. Inquire (therefore } 
whether you be able ro ſay he hath eſpouſed you to one Husband , kar he 
[5]. 2 Cor, Might preſent you a chaſt _ to Jeſus Curiſt [bJ?ÞTs the match berween 
—_— "* Chriſt and you made ? Though he that marry a couple dye, yer, if they be 
1 well married alls well ; their comfort cont.nues. Happy you it your Pa- 
ſtor married you to Jeſus Chriſt , for though he be dead, yer jeſus Chriſt 
and yeu do, and ſhall for ever live together. It any ſhall fay , Another 
' may marty me to Chriſt, though he have not; I anſwer, T will noc deny 
; that, yet all have nor the ſame ſpirituall art , ro man«g> the motion of 
mariage berween Chriſt anda Chriſtian ſoul., and to perſuade the maich. 
An& I add further , Its very Quch if they that have con:emned the motion 
for ſo many yeers paſt , have gny heart to ir for time to come. Bur be- 
cauſe my purpoſe is onely ro Thoove all men-o repent , and I would nor 
kave any in a.diſpairing condWion,, therefore , I ſhall with you,  ** 
3. Thirdly and laſtly , roFink uporr your duty for time to'come. Lex: 
[4] Mar that ſad note and yoice of ygar .Saviour ſuund in your cares, — 4d 
% * thou Capertaum which bait bee exalted t9 hezven \c}, &c. 1tremble to add- 
Te 23- thereft; bur do you that ate in Capainaums caſe lay it ro heart and re- 
pent. Othink , what ? Hath the dew of grace by this Miniſtry wer ſo ma 
ne places and perſons round abour , and Is my foul a dry and withered. 
Gutta ca- ſoul, and my Mes hard and ſtill-Rony heart , 'who haye liv'd ſo long, 
wat lapi- underrthe aroppings of Gods Ordinances here ? - pe EI 
dem, &c, 'Oletmy Paſtor being dead yer ſpeak, and let the bleſſed Spirit of. God 
bring ro my rememvrance ſome of choſe moving and ſoul-melting words 
of his that may yet work for my converſion and falvation ! And for you 
.. Thar find your ſclves to have received good by this M.niftry, keep it; yea, 
_ donoronly keep your ſtock but increaſe it ;- whar you receiv'd from him. . 
while he liv'd, ſtrive to improve (while you live) co the beſt uſe, imira- - 
= ving the Diſciples who remembred our Saviours w.rds when they h:d loſt. 
Is] Joln his preſence [a] ,and by that means ſtrengriened their faith. In ſpecial,, 
2, 23 Remember his Catechiſm (wherein he: will ili lire) ſtudy wel! that ex- 
cellent Guide. Ir ſpeaks every where a rare ſufficiency in him ; let there 
be(by that help) a ſuitable proficiency in you, 
..- Sf: 4 <6 To. 


" 


(5) 

To Conchade, Duft we are , anduntoduft we ſhall returne [5] , and be- [5] Plal. 
eween duſt and duſt is the ſeaſon to do our ſouls god; God help us totake go, 3 
it ; and becauſc of the Uncertain: y of that rerurn, to make haſt ro take ir. 
Feach us , O Lord foro number our dayes asto apply our hearcs ro wiſ- 
dom [c; , evcn that wiſdom , to be able to open immediatly [d* being ( as [c] pf: 
far as may be) watchfull ro do nothing which we would noc be willing co {1 Pſa 
be fuund do ng, dying. 90, 12, 

I ſhall add no more bur what hath been already ſpoken, ( for ,, How [d] Luk 
can we ſay leſs, and what can we ſay more> ) My Father , my Father , the 3*+ 36. 
charet of Iſracl aud the Horſemen thereof [ec] ——©O let this dear ſervant Le] 2King, 
of God live inus, that we may (one day) live with him, and put on that 13: 14. - 
crown which he hath , in part received , and which is in full, prepared for Lf I» Tim, 
all that love the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt [f ]. 4. $% 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 
YI Age 5. line 20, for Woragton read Wrington, pag. 8.1. 
. 14, for (forall read (orah, page 9. line firſt for dit read 
did, page 30. line 6. for /imu paſtores read ſum piftores, 
Page 32. margent for 1b; read 4b , for mercis read merces, 
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